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Welcome to the Lordship Community Church, United Church of Christ! 
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, God welcomes you! 

 
 
Welcome to Worship! 
 
God has created you as an embodied vessel of holy love. After this past year, we need this reminder 
every day. 
 
It is the Second Sunday in the season of Lent, and this year we are embarking on a “season of 
recovery” for our physical, communal, mental, intellectual, and environmental health. We are 
exploring the healing narratives of Jesus that tell of divine solidarity with human suffering and remind 
us that we can begin a journey toward making something beautiful from that which is seemingly 
broken. 
 
This week we are focusing on the health of our communities as we look at the healing story in 
Matthew 8.5-13. We affirm our commitment to be the Body of Christ that knows we cannot be 
personally healed until we see the interconnected community as part of the process of healing. Jesus 
has the power to re-vision the family of God in which false boundaries are overcome. In a year of 
devastating loss of livelihood, we consider the economic health that reimagines status quo. 
 
You can stream all of our worship gatherings online on the following platforms (no account needed): 
 

Website - thelordshipchurch.org/live 
YouTube - www.youtube.com/lordshipcommunitychurch 
Facebook - http://www.facebook.com/LordshipChurch 

 
We want to stay connected with you all week long. If you are a guest with us today, I invite you to fill 
out our digital welcome card by either clicking this link http://thelordshipchurch.org/connect or by 
scanning this QR code using the camera app on your smart phone:  

 
May you find healing and wholeness this Lenten season, 
Pastor Jeff 
 
 

PS – We are trying to build up our online community in our Facebook Group: 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/lordshipchurch. If you are not a part of the group, please join. If 

you are, invite others to join.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 

GATHERING 
God gathers us in and invites us to experience the holy. 

  
Welcome 
 
Prelude – “Meditation on Showalter,” by Ben Logan Susan Bryn Kapec 
 
Words of Gathering  

CENTERING MUSIC – “Holy Vessels,” by Marcia McFee & Chuck Bell   
GATHERING PRAYER   The Rev. Jeff Lukens 

 
Prayer of Invocation & Confession Karen Kochiss 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION & CONFESSION 
CENTERING MUSIC – “Holy Vessels,” by Marcia McFee & Chuck Bell  Karin Hope, Soloist 

 
Vessels, holy and whole;  
broken, needing the One 

Open, body and soul.  
Healer, come. 

 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS  

 
Hymn – “Community of Christ” Chalice Hymnal, no. 655 
   Karin Hope, Soloist 

The Second Sunday in Lent 
 
 

The greatness of a community is most accurately measured  
by the compassionate actions of its members. 

–Coretta Scott King 
 

I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the whole community and as long as I live, it is 
my privilege to do for it whatever I can. I want to be thoroughly used up when I die, for the 

harder I work, the more I live. 
–George Bernard Shaw 

 
Once you log on and start watching, make sure you share the feed with your friends! And 
when you like and comment, more people will see the post. Let’s share what we love about 
our church! 

 
 



 

 

  



 

 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and music. 

 
 
Scripture Reading – Matthew 8.5-13 (CEB) Karen Kochiss 
 

When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him and saying, 
“Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.” And he said to him, “I 
will come and cure him.” The centurion answered, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof; but only speak the word, and my servant will be healed. For I also 
am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go, ’ and he goes, 
and to another, ‘Come, ’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this, ’ and the slave does 
it.”  
 
When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to those who followed him, “Truly I tell 
you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and 
west and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the 
heirs of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for 
you according to your faith.” And the servant was healed in that hour. 

 
 
Anthem – “It is Well” by Kristene DiMarco 
   Karin Hope, Soloist 
   Susan Bryn Kapec, Piano 
    
 
Sermon  The Rev. Jeff Lukens 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
We begin our life of responding to the Gospel through prayer and offering. 

 
Sharing our Gifts and Tithes 

OFFERING INVITATION 
 

We have several ways you can give right now.   
You can give online at: https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate 

You may also text an amount to 475-800-8860. 
Or can mail a check to the church.   

Whichever way you choose to give and bless our community, we thank you! 
 



 

 

Praying for Ourselves, Our Community, and Our World 
CENTERING MUSIC – “Make us Holy, Make us Whole” by Mark Friedman  
   Karin Hope, Soloist 

In your love, make us whole. May we rest in your compassion. 
Calm the lost, weary soul in the warmth of your love. 

May your peace fill our hearts. May we know the love of Jesus. 
By your grace, you console. Make us holy, make us whole. 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom  

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
If you have prayer requests you wish to share with Pastor Jeff, you can email or text them to him. If you wish 
to share prayer requests with the whole congregation, you may post those in our private Facebook group – 

www.facebook.com/groups/lordshipchurch. 
 

SENDING FORTH 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world. 

 
Ritual Action for the Week 
 
The words of Jesus we heard in this week’s healing story were 

“I will come…” When faced with a request, Jesus makes a 
move to seek out, to come to help one who was previously 
seen to be outside of help’s embrace. He moves outward to 
gather in and heal someone unlikely to have crossed his path 

otherwise. All are within God’s circle of Safe Keeping.  
 

I invite you to imagine a piece of beach glass again, and as 
you do so, think about the people you have encountered or 

heard about in the last few months who are suffering lack of support. What could we do to reach out 
and to focus on healing of the parts of the human community we don’t spend time thinking about 

enough? To what part of our community shall we say “I will come…”? 
 

Now, shift your thinking to your need to be cared for. What do you need to feel safe? What 
connections do you need to strengthen to heal any isolation you may feel? If you are in need of 

something, consider this an invitation to let someone know what you need without feeling 
embarrassment or shame about it. Jesus invites us, always, to ask. 

 



 

 

Hymn – “The Voice of God is Calling” Chalice Hymnal, no. 666 



 

 

Benediction & Blessing 
 
Benediction Response– “Holy Vessels,” by Marcia McFee & Chuck Bell Karin Hope, Soloist 

 
Vessels, holy and whole;  
broken, needing the One 

Open, body and soul.  
Healer, come. 

 
Postlude – “Glory be to Jesus,” by Newman W. Powell Susan Bryn Kapec 
 
 
Worship Notes 
 

• Worship series design and original music © Worship Design Studio by Marcia McFee. Used, adapted, and live-streamed with permission. 
www.worshipdesignstudio.com. 

• Holy Vessels, by Chuck Bell ©2020 Chuck Bell, All Rights Reserved, Used by Permission. 

• Additional Sound Effects from http://www.zapsplat.com 

• Scripture quotations marked (CEB) come from the Common English Bible, copyright © 2011.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved.   

• Scripture quotations marked (NRSV) come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

• Printing and Streaming Music license from OneLicense.net. License #731003-A 

• Coordinating Producer for Live Streams: Megan Lukens – Thank you SO MUCH for being behind the computer and cameras since March 2020! 

• Official Page Turner for the Minister of Music: Charlotte Lukens – Thank you! 

	
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Lordship Community Church is an open and welcoming community of spiritual seekers, committed to 
growing in Christian discipleship as we worship, study, and serve together.  Our vision is to be a church reaching 

out to the community, sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and nurturing the faith of the next generation. 

 
LORDSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

179 Prospect Drive, Stratford, CT 06615  |  203.377.6568 
www.thelordshipchurch.org  |  facebook.com/lordshipchurch 

 
 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 Pastor The Rev. Jeff Lukens  
 Minister of Music Susan Bryn Kapec 
 Church Secretary Sandra Iannotti – office@thelordshipchurch.org 
  


