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Welcome to the Lordship Community Church, United Church of Christ! 
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, God welcomes you! 

 
Welcome to worship at the Lordship Community Church! You are welcome here. No matter what. We take these words 
seriously. We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom. We don’t all look or act alike; God 
knows we don’t all think alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. We come from different religious backgrounds, 
we bring different questions, and we carry different burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as 
one. 
 
In our church, we believe worship is important, yet we aren’t afraid of having fun while worshiping. We study the 
teachings and the actions of Jesus. We gather around the waters of grace and the table of Christ, just as Christians have 
for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs we sing are ones our grandparents might also have sung in their day. 
And, in our preaching and prayers, we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world. We hope your heart will hear 
something personal and relevant this morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with 
God. 
 
We are offering in-person worship (outdoors on the Crown Street lawn) the first Sunday of each month, so please 
refamiliarize yourself with the safety guidelines posted at thelordshipchurch.org/covid/. When you arrive at in-person 
worship, please fill out this attendance form (http://bit.ly/lordshipcheck-in) which we are requiring for contact tracing 
purposes. You can also find the form by scanning this QR code using the camera app on your smartphone: 

 
You can stream all of our worship gatherings online on the following platforms (no account needed): 
 

Website - thelordshipchurch.org/live 
YouTube - www.youtube.com/lordshipcommunitychurch 
Facebook - www.facebook.com/LordshipChurch 

 
We want to stay connected with you all week long. If you are a guest with us today, I invite you to fill out our digital 
welcome card by clicking this link http://thelordshipchurch.org/connect  
 
Once again, welcome! Please reach out to me if you have any questions. 
 
Pastor Jeff 
 
  

The Sacrament of Holy Communion: All are 
welcome, including children, to share in the feast at 
Christ’s table. Currently, we celebrate Communion 
on the first Sunday of each month and on certain other 
holy days. 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: We gladly offer 
the sign and seal of God’s grace in the waters of 
baptism, both to children and adults of any age. For 
more information, contact the pastor. 

The language of worship is rich and diverse, and yet 
always inadequate to express the fullness of the 
divine. In our worship life, we strive to use inclusive 
language for humanity and expansive imagery for the 
divine, while respecting the poetry and imagery of 
texts handed down to us from the ages. Honoring 
our diversity, in those places where we speak or sing 
together, worshippers may use language with which 
they are comfortable or familiar. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
God gathers us in and invites us to experience the holy. 

 
Prelude – “Nearer My God to Thee,” arr. by Brad Jacobson Susan Bryn Kapec 
 
Words of Welcome The Rev. Jeff Lukens 
 
Sung Response– “Dare to Dance,” by T. Watts & M. O’Brien  

 
Dare to dance with dreamers, sing their song, 
Dare to dance their stories, sing out strong. 

Dare to dance with freedom your whole life long, 
Dare to dance again! 

 
Call to Worship 

One:  This is the call! 
  The sun breaks through the clouds. 
Many: We lift up our heads to meet the day. 
One:  We know that God is at work in our lives. 
Many: We fortify our hearts with compassion and action. 
One:  And when rain comes again, we will open our umbrellas and set out anyway. 
Many: For we are called to dance again! 
 

Hymn – “I Come With Joy” verses 1, 4, 5 Glory to God Hymnal, no. 515 
   see next page 
    

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 
- Psalm 30.5 

 
As Easter people, we are called to dance our dances of freedom for all the world to see–even and perhaps especially 
in times of great difficulty. Dances of hope. Dances of justice. Dances of love. During this season, post-resurrection 
stories point to the joy of living in the beloved community and extending that fellowship through our witness as we 
dare to dance again! 
 
The Psalm for this today describes everything in creation offering joyful noises to God. Our joy is complete because 
the joy of Christ resides within us. We cannot help but break forth. This joy is available to all, realizes the 
community in the Acts scripture. The Holy Spirit finds its way even and especially in what feels like unlikely people 
and places. Where do we see the Spirit at work? And who can withhold the living water and our living praise? No 
one! 
 



 

  



 

 

Prayer of Invocation Hans Drenkard 
 
Sung Response– “Dare to Dance,” by T. Watts & M. O’Brien  

 
Dare to dance with dreamers, sing their song, 
Dare to dance their stories, sing out strong. 

Dare to dance with freedom your whole life long, 
Dare to dance again! 

 
 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and music. 

 
 
Scripture Reading – John 15.9, 11-15a (NRSV, adapted)  
 

Jesus said, “As God has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. I have said these things to you 
so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 
"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I 
do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I 
have called you friends. 

 
 
Scripture Reading – Acts 10.44-48 (NRSV, adapted)  
 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The Jewish believers 
who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 
the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God.  
 
Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days. 
 

 
Anthem – “Jesus, Your Name,” by Claire Cloninger & Morris Chapman 
   Susan Bryn Kapec, Piano 
   Karin Hope, Soloist 
 
 
Sermon   The Rev. Jeff Lukens 
 



 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
We begin our life of responding to the Gospel through prayer and offering. 

 
Dancing for All We’re Worth 
 

During the Easter Season we will feature a video to inspire us to dance in the joy of the Lord. 
 
Sharing our Gifts and Tithes 

OFFERING INVITATION 
 

We have several ways you can give right now.   
You can give online at: https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate. 

You may also text an amount to 475-800-8860. 
Or can mail a check to the church.   

Whichever way you choose to give and bless our community, we thank you! 
 

DOXOLOGY  Chalice Hymnal, no. 46 
 



 

 

Praying for Ourselves, Our Community, and Our World 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom  

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
If you have prayer requests you wish to share with Pastor Jeff, you can email them to him at 

pastor@thelordshipchurch.org or text them to 203.212.8811. If you wish to share prayer requests with the 
whole congregation, you may post those in our private Facebook group – 

www.facebook.com/groups/lordshipchurch. 
 
 

SENDING FORTH 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world. 

 
Hymn – “Sing Out with Joy to God Our Strength” Glory to God Hymnal, no. 56 
   see next page 
 
Benediction & Blessing 
 
 
Sung Response– “Dare to Dance,” by T. Watts & M. O’Brien  

 
Dare to dance with dreamers, sing their song, 
Dare to dance their stories, sing out strong. 

Dare to dance with freedom your whole life long, 
Dare to dance again! 

 
 
Postlude – “Built on a Rock the Church Shall Stand,” by Theodore Hoelty-Nickel 
    Susan Bryn Kapec 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   



 

 

 
 
 
 
Worship Notes 
 

• Worship series design © Worship Design Studio by Marcia McFee. Used, adapted, and live-streamed with permission. 
www.worshipdesignstudio.com. 

• Scripture quotations marked (CEB) come from the Common English Bible, copyright © 2011.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved.   

• Scripture quotations marked (NRSV) come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

• Printing and Streaming Music license from OneLicense.net. License #731003-A 

• Coordinating Producer for Live Streams: Megan Lukens – Thank you SO MUCH for being behind the computer and cameras since March 
2020! 

• Official Page Turner for the Minister of Music: Charlotte Lukens – Thank you! 
 

The Lordship Community Church is an open and welcoming community of spiritual seekers, committed to 
growing in Christian discipleship as we worship, study, and serve together.  Our vision is to be a church reaching 

out to the community, sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and nurturing the faith of the next generation. 

 
LORDSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

179 Prospect Drive, Stratford, CT 06615  |  203.377.6568 
www.thelordshipchurch.org  |  facebook.com/lordshipchurch 

 
 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 Pastor The Rev. Jeff Lukens – pastor@thelordshipchurch.org, c: 203.212.8811 
 Minister of Music Susan Bryn Kapec 
 Church Secretary Sandra Iannotti – office@thelordshipchurch.org 
  


