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Welcome to the Lordship Community Church, United Church of Christ! 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, God welcomes you! 
 
Welcome to worship at the Lordship Community Church! You are welcome here. No matter what. We 
take these words seriously. We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom. We 
don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. 
We come from different religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different 
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one. 
 
In our church, we believe worship is important, yet we aren’t afraid of having fun while worshiping. We 
study the teachings and the actions of Jesus. We gather around the waters of grace and the table of 
Christ, just as Christians have for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs we sing are ones our 
grandparents might also have sung in their day. And, in our preaching and prayers, we wrestle with the 
challenges of the modern world. We hope your heart will hear something personal and relevant this 
morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God. 
 
We are offering in-person worship now, so please refamiliarize yourself with the safety guidelines posted 
at thelordshipchurch.org/covid/. When you arrive at church, please fill out this attendance form 
(http://bit.ly/lordshipcheck-in) which we are requiring for contact tracing purposes. You can also find the 
form by scanning this QR code using the camera app on your smartphone: 

 
We want to stay connected with you all week long. If you are a guest with us today, I invite you to fill out 
our digital welcome card by visiting thelordshipchurch.org/connect.  
 
You can stream all of our worship gatherings online on the following platforms (no account needed): 
 

Website - thelordshipchurch.org/live 
YouTube - www.youtube.com/lordshipcommunitychurch 
Facebook - www.facebook.com/LordshipChurch 
 

  

The Sacrament of Holy Communion: All are 
welcome, including children, to share in the feast at 
Christ’s table. Currently, we celebrate Communion 
on the first Sunday of each month and on certain other 
holy days. 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: We gladly offer 
the sign and seal of God’s grace in the waters of 
baptism, both to children and adults of any age. For 
more information, contact the pastor. 

The language of worship is rich and diverse, and yet 
always inadequate to express the fullness of the 
divine. In our worship life, we strive to use inclusive 
language for humanity and expansive imagery for the 
divine, while respecting the poetry and imagery of 
texts handed down to us from the ages. Honoring 
our diversity, in those places where we speak or sing 
together, worshippers may use language with which 
they are comfortable or familiar. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 GATHERING 

God gathers us in and invites us to experience the holy. 
 
Prelude – “Power of the Cross,” arr. by Shelley E. Johnson Susan Bryn Kapec 
 
Words of Welcome  The Rev. Jeff Lukens 
 
Sung Response– “Welcome,” by Laurie Zelman & Mark Miller  

 

Singing welcome, welcome to this place. 
You’re invited to come and know God’s grace. 

All are welcome the love of God to share 
‘cause all of us are welcome here; 

all are welcome in this place. 
 
Call to Worship  Karen Kochiss 

One: We come to celebrate the Spirit in our Midst. 
Many: Help us to Open our minds and hearts to the Spirit’s calling 
One: As we gather together to re-learn what it means to be a Christian 

community, 
Many: May we remember the lessons we’ve each learned 
 and share those lessons with each other. 
One: In this time of re-birth and new life, we remember Paul’s words to the 
 Corinthians: 
Many: We are part of the new creation, the old things have gone away 
 and see, everything has become new! 

Living Out Loud 
 

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new!” - 2 Corinthians 5.17 

 
The poet Mary Oliver asks in one of her works, “what are you going to do with your one, wild, 
precious life?” One thing we have learned in these past few years is the power fear has to drive us to 
division and acts of injustice. Yet, we have also seen how feelings of hope can drive us to work for 
equity and justice in this world. The Apostle Paul is trying to spread the gospel news of new life in 
Christ, but Christian communities like the one in Corinth frustrate him with their petty feuds and 
small thinking. “Open your hearts and minds,” is the message here. What do you tend and nurture in 
your life? Is it fear, or is it hope?  
 



 

 

Hymn – “Open the Eyes of My Heart” Glory to God Hymnal, no. 452 



 

 

 
 
Prayer of Invocation  
 
Sung Response– “Welcome,” by Laurie Zelman & Mark Miller  

 
Singing welcome, welcome to this place. 

You’re invited to come and know God’s grace. 
All are welcome the love of God to share 

‘cause all of us are welcome here; 
all are welcome in this place. 

 
 RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and music. 
 
Message for All Ages  The Rev. Jeff Lukens 
 

We are excited to bring back the Message for All Ages to worship!  
Due to COVID-19 Precautions, children will remain in their seats for this time. 

 
Scripture Reading – Psalm 107.1-3, 23-32 (CEB)  
 
Scripture Reading – 2 Corinthians 6.1-13 (NRSV)  
 

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in 
vain. For he says, 
 

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
    and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

 
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no 
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as 
servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, 
in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 



 

 

nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine 
love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the 
right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are 
treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, 
and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 
as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
 
We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. There is no 
restriction in our affections, but only in yours. In return—I speak as to children—open 
wide your hearts also. 

 
 
Sermon   EmmaRae Carroll 
 
 
 RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering. 
 
 
Sharing our Gifts and Tithes 

GENEROSITY PRAYER (based on 1 Timothy 6) 
 
Many: Godliness with contentment is great gain.  
 We bring nothing into this world and we take nothing out of it.  
 We who call Jesus Lord, devote ourselves to resisting greed,  
 which plunges the human heart into ruin and pierces it with many griefs. 
 
 We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts,  
 fixing our hope on God and not the uncertainty of wealth.  
 We desire to be rich in good deeds,  
 willing to share all that we have,  
 laying up for ourselves treasure that will not decay, 
 but will shine in the age to come. 
 Amen. 
 

We have several ways you can give right now.  You can give online at: 
https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate. You may also text an amount to 475-800-8860. Or can mail a 
check to the church.   Whichever way you choose to give and bless our community, we thank you! 

 



 

 

DOXOLOGY  Chalice Hymnal, no. 46 

 
 

Praying for Ourselves, Our Community, and Our World 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom  

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 



 

 

If you have prayer requests you wish to share with Pastor Jeff, you can email them to him at 
pastor@thelordshipchurch.org or text them to 203.212.8811. If you wish to share prayer requests with 

the whole congregation, you may post those in our private Facebook group – 
www.facebook.com/groups/lordshipchurch. 

 
 SENDING FORTH 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world. 
 
Hymn – “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” Chalice Hymnal, no. 73 
    



 

 

 
   
Benediction & Blessing 
 
 
Sung Response– “More Light,” by Christopher Grundy 
  

 
 
 
 
Postlude – “Open My Heart to Your Love,” by Hans Peterson 
   Susan Bryn Kapec 
 
  



 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Outdoor Worship 
We are planning Outdoor Worship the first Sunday of each month through September. 
So, go ahead and add these dates to your calendar for Outdoor Worship: 

July 4 - 9:30 am 
August 1 - 9:30 am 
September 5 - 9:30 am 

PS: We do need help with setting up and putting away all of the equipment for outdoor 
worship.  You can sign up for one Sunday or more at https://bit.ly/3gAzA6T. 
 
 
Families! 
(Not on) Sunday School, LCC's Faith Formation program for kids, meets Wednesdays, from 
6-6:30 pm, on Zoom, and is led by EmmaRae Carroll.  This session runs through early August.   
If you are interested, we ask that you reply to confirm your plan to participate. You can find the 
registration form here:  https://lordshipchurch.breezechms.com/form/3ed8b1   
Contact the church office (203-377-6568, office@thelordshipchurch.org) to obtain the Zoom 
Link. 
 
 
Adult Bible Study - Summer (EmmaRae Carroll) 
Join us as we discover the meaning of Apocalypse and what it means for our lives today!  This 
six-week study will take us through several different apocalypses in the Bible including Paul’s 
conversion story, Jacob’s Ladder, and the book of Revelation.  This study will explore what 
apocalypses are and how they can inspire, comfort, and challenge us.  The study is online and 
began June 16th and will run for 6 weeks on Wednesday’s from 7:00-8:30pm.  The study is led by 
EmmaRae Carroll.  Please contact the church office (203-377-6568, 
office@thelordshipchurch.org) to obtain the Zoom Link. 
 
 
drive-thru FOOD DRIVE - Saturday, June 26, 2021 at LCC (Kim Galla) 
Join Lordship Community Church, 179 Prospect Drive, Stratford, in a drive-thru food drive to 
benefit the food pantry at South End Community Center. 
If you would like to donate to the food drive, mark your calendar for Saturday, June 26, 2021, 
from 9 a.m. to noon, when volunteers will be collecting donations in Lordship Community  
Church's front driveway.  (Please enter from Prospect Drive and exit onto Crown Street.)  To 
make collections safe and convenient, volunteers will collect the donations without drivers  
 



 

 

 
having to leave their cars.  All non-perishable food items are gratefully accepted.  Please refrain 
from donating food items with expired dates as those cannot be distributed.  Canned 
goods with 'pop-top' lids are appreciated.  Healthy food items are in need especially for those 
with specific diets and for their nutrition value. 
To see if volunteers are needed, please contact Kim Galla directly at kgavon97@gmail.com (or 
you can contact the church office, office@thelordshipchurch.org).  On behalf of LCC and its 
Christian Action Committee, thank you for helping feed those in need in the Stratford 
community. 
 
The ongoing economic fallout from the COVID-19 Pandemic continues to send record numbers 
of people to our local food banks. 
The South End Community Center in Stratford (one of our mission partners) has been especially 
busy, and when school gets out, they expect to be even busier as students who rely on free 
breakfast and lunch from schools won't have access to that source. 
In partnership with our drive-thru food drive on June 26, the Lordship Community Church is 
setting a goal of raising $1000 to donate to the Food Pantry at the South End Community 
Center. This will allow them to purchase healthy fresh food to distribute. 
Let's help feed our neighbors this summer! Any donations will be accepted, and your donation is 
tax-deductible.  Thank you! Visit: https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate and choose the “Food 
Pantry” fund. 
 
 
2021 Apple Festival/Vendor Fair - Saturday, September 25, 2021 (Debbie Cronk) 
The 2021 Apple Festival/Vendor Fair at Lordship Community Church takes place on Saturday, 
September 25, 2021, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  The Rain Date is Sunday, September 26, 2021, 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  The event is open to craft, direct sales, flea market, tag sale, and food & 
food truck vendors.  The church is interested in a variety of food and vendors.  LCC Vendor 
Applications are available.  Please contact the church office (203-377-6568 
or office@thelordshipchurch.org) for an application and to inquire about the event. 
 
Apple Festival/Vendor Fair GIFT BASKET RAFFLE (Debbie Cronk) 
There will be a Gift Basket Raffle at this year’s Apple Festival/Vendor Fair which is scheduled 
for Saturday, September 25th (rain date Sunday, September 26th).  To help make this a success, 
please consider donating a prepared gift basket, or submit the money to Debbie and she will 
purchase items and put the basket together for you.  In addition to raffling the baskets off at the 
Apple Festival, an online sale will be held as well.  All basket donations need to be complete by 
August 20th to prepare them for the online sale.  Please e-mail Debbie, debic824@sbcglobal.net, 
to let her know if you would like to donate a gift basket or money toward one.  A sign-up sheet 
will be in the narthex as well.  Empty large and medium baskets are also needed.  Thank you! 
  



 

 

 
 
 
Worship Notes 
 

• Worship series design idea © 2012 by Dr. Marcia McFee and the Worship Design Studio. Adapted in 2021 by the 
Rev. Jeff Lukens and used with permission as a part of our subscription. www.worshipdesignstudio.com 

• Call to Worship written by Anissa Glasser-Bacon and used with permission. 

• Prayer of Invocation written by Richard Rosenberg and found at https://re-
worship.blogspot.com/2012/06/invocation-to-wellspring-of-all-that-is.html 

• “More Light,” lyrics and music by Christopher Grundy, arr. by Paul Vasile. Used with permission. 
www.christophergrundy.com.  

• Scripture quotations marked (CEB) come from the Common English Bible, copyright © 2011.  Used by permission.  
All rights reserved.   

• Scripture quotations marked (NRSV) come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

• Printing and Streaming Music license from OneLicense.net. License #731003-A 

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Lordship Community Church is an open and welcoming community of spiritual seekers, committed to 
growing in Christian discipleship as we worship, study, and serve together.  Our vision is to be a church 
reaching out to the community, sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and nurturing the faith of the next 

generation. 
 

LORDSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
179 Prospect Drive, Stratford, CT 06615  |  203.377.6568 

www.thelordshipchurch.org  |  facebook.com/lordshipchurch 
 
 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 Pastor The Rev. Jeff Lukens – pastor@thelordshipchurch.org – c. 203.212.8811 
 Minister of Music Susan Bryn Kapec  
 Minister of Digital Media Brandon Woods – media@thelordshipchurch.org 
 Church Secretary Sandra Iannotti – office@thelordshipchurch.org 
 Student Minister EmmaRae Carroll – emmarae.carroll@yale.edu 
  


