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Welcome to the Lordship Community Church, United Church of Christ!
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, God welcomes you!
Welcome to worship at the Lordship Community Church! You are welcome here. No matter what. We
take these words seriously. We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom. We
don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way.
We come from different religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one.
In our church, we believe worship is important, yet we aren’t afraid of having fun while worshiping. We
study the teachings and the actions of Jesus. We gather around the waters of grace and the table of
Christ, just as Christians have for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs we sing are ones our
grandparents might also have sung in their day. And, in our preaching and prayers, we wrestle with the
challenges of the modern world. We hope your heart will hear something personal and relevant this
morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.
We are offering in-person worship now, so please refamiliarize yourself with the safety guidelines posted
at thelordshipchurch.org/covid/. When you arrive at church, please fill out this attendance form
(http://bit.ly/lordshipcheck-in) which we are requiring for contact tracing purposes. You can also find the
form by scanning this QR code using the camera app on your smartphone:

We want to stay connected with you all week long. If you are a guest with us today, I invite you to fill out
our digital welcome card by visiting thelordshipchurch.org/connect.
You can stream all of our worship gatherings online on the following platforms (no account needed):
Website - thelordshipchurch.org/live
YouTube - www.youtube.com/lordshipcommunitychurch
Facebook - www.facebook.com/LordshipChurch

The language of worship is rich and diverse, and yet
always inadequate to express the fullness of the
divine. In our worship life, we strive to use inclusive
language for humanity and expansive imagery for the
divine, while respecting the poetry and imagery of
texts handed down to us from the ages. Honoring
our diversity, in those places where we speak or sing
together, worshipers may use language with which
they are comfortable or familiar.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion: All are
welcome, including children, to share in the feast at
Christ’s table. Currently, we celebrate Communion
on the first Sunday of each month and on certain other
holy days.
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: We gladly offer
the sign and seal of God’s grace in the waters of
baptism, both to children and adults of any age. For
more information, contact the pastor.

Sitting in Traffic: Finding Patience & our Unhurried God
That we ought not to be weary of doing little things for the love of God, who regards not the
greatness of the work, but the love with which it is performed. That we should not wonder if, in the
beginning, we often failed in our endeavors, but that at last we should gain a habit, which will
naturally produce its acts in us, without our care, and to our exceeding great delight.
-Brother Lawrence, 17th century Carmelite Monk

GATHERING

God gathers us in and invites us to experience the holy.

Susan Bryn Kapec

Prelude – “Fughetta,” by Domenico Zipoli

The Rev. Jeff Lukens

Words of Welcome

*Sung Response – “This is the Day,”

Sung in unison.

Chalice Hymnal, no. 286

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made;
we will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day that the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made.
*Opening Prayer of Invocation
One: Be still!
Many: We come to quiet ourselves in this haven of holiness.
One: Be still and know…
Many: we come to discern the Word which can set us free.
One: Be still and know that God is
Many: our Hope, our Help, our Refuge, and our Redeemer.

*Hymn – “All Earth is Waiting”

Karen Kochiss

Chalice Hymnal, no. 139

Confession and Forgiveness
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Many: Most Merciful God
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed;
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
You call us to be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger.
But often we ignore that wisdom.
Instead of listening, we talk past one another.
Instead of exercising patience, we become hotheaded and irritable.
Instead of practicing kindness, we hand out judgment and malice.
Help us rid ourselves of wickedness
and embrace steadfast love in its place.
Forgive us of our sins so that, when we look in the mirror,
we see the disciples you are calling us to be.
Quiet is kept for personal reflection and confession.

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
*GLORIA PATRI

tune from Chalice Hymnal, no. 35

Sung in unison.

Glory be to God, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
A-men. A-men.

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and music.

A Message for All Ages
Psalm Reading – Psalm 46 (CEB)

One: God is our refuge and strength,
a help always near in times of great trouble.
Many: That’s why we won’t be afraid when the world falls apart,
when the mountains crumble into the center of the sea,
when its waters roar and rage,
when the mountains shake because of its surging waves.

One: There is a river whose streams gladden God’s city,
the holiest dwelling of the Most High.
Many: God is in that city. It will never crumble.
God will help it when morning dawns.

One: Nations roar; kingdoms crumble.
God utters his voice; the earth melts.
Many: The Lord of heavenly forces is with us!
The God of Jacob is our place of safety.
One: Come, see the Lord’s deeds,
what devastation he has imposed on the earth—
Many: bringing wars to an end in every corner of the world,
breaking the bow and shattering the spear,
burning chariots with fire.
One: “That’s enough! Now know that I am God!
I am exalted among all nations; I am exalted throughout the world!”
Many: The Lord of heavenly forces is with us!
The God of Jacob is our place of safety.
Gospel Reading – Mark 13.24-37 (CEB)
“In those days, after the suffering of that time, the sun will become dark, and the moon
won’t give its light. The stars will fall from the sky, and the planets and other heavenly
bodies will be shaken. Then they will see the Human One coming in the clouds with
great power and splendor. Then he will send the angels and gather together his chosen
people from the four corners of the earth, from the end of the earth to the end of
heaven.
“Learn this parable from the fig tree. After its branch becomes tender and it sprouts new
leaves, you know that summer is near. In the same way, when you see these things
happening, you know that he’s near, at the door. I assure you that this generation won’t
pass away until all these things happen. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will certainly not pass away.
“But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the angels in heaven and not
the Son. Only the Father knows. Watch out! Stay alert! You don’t know when the time is
coming. It is as if someone took a trip, left the household behind, and put the servants in
charge, giving each one a job to do, and told the doorkeeper to stay alert. Therefore,
stay alert! You don’t know when the head of the household will come, whether in the

evening or at midnight, or when the rooster crows in the early morning or at
daybreak. Don’t let him show up when you weren’t expecting and find you
sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: Stay alert!”

The Rev. Jeff Lukens

Sermon

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering.

Sharing our Gifts and Tithes
INVITATION TO GIVING
*DOXOLOGY

Chalice Hymnal, no. 46

We have several ways you can give right now. You can give online at:

https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate. You may also text an amount to 475-800-8860. Or can mail a

check to the church. Whichever way you choose to give and bless our community, we thank you!

Praying for Ourselves, Our Community, and Our World
PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
If you have prayer requests you wish to share with Pastor Jeff, you can email them to him at
pastor@thelordshipchurch.org or text them to 203.212.8811. If you wish to share prayer requests with
the whole congregation, you may post those in our private Facebook group –
www.facebook.com/groups/lordshipchurch.

SENDING FORTH

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world.

*Hymn – “The Days Are Surely Coming”

Glory to God Hymnal, no. 357
See next page

*Benediction & Blessing
*Sung Response – God is So Good (verse 1, 3 times)

Glory to God Hymnal, no. 658

Sung in unison.

God is so good; God is so good; God is so good; God’s so good to me.
*Postlude – “Blessed Be the Name of the Lord,” by Clinton Utterbach Susan Bryn Kapec

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Fall Bible Study
This fall, we will be exploring Matthew 5-7 using Amy Jill Levine's book "Sermon on the Mount:
A Beginners Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven." You can order your copy
here: https://amzn.to/3k8i0Zp
The Sermon on the Mount contains some of Jesus' most profound and most memorable
teachings. What might these teachings have meant to his disciples, and to the others who first
heard them? How do they enhance our reading of the rest of the Gospel of Matthew, and how
do they speak across the centuries to listeners today? How, if we pay careful attention to his
words, does Jesus provide us a road map to living as God would have us live?
We will meet on Zoom on Wednesdays, (began October 6), from 7:00-8:30 pm - contact the
office for the Zoom link.

Sunday School
The Board of Deacons announced the return of our in-person Sunday School for kids and
youth. Designed for kids age 3 through grade 6, our one room Sunday School program will
meet in person (masks required) on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. Kids will begin
in worship these Sundays and be dismissed downstairs after the “Message for All Ages.” On the
other Sundays, kids will stay in worship as a way to learn about the rituals that help form our
faith. Thank you to Dawn for once again leading the teaching crew this year!

Oronoque Farms Pie & More Fundraiser (Debbie Cronk)
LCC has 2 pumpkin pies (frozen/unbaked) and one $15 Oronoque Farms gift certificate still
available from its fall fundraiser. If you are interested in purchasing any of these items, please
contact the church office (203-377-6568 or office@thelordshipchurch.org).

Service for Lillian Offenberg
A service for Lillian Offenberg will take place Saturday, October 23, 2021, 10:30 AM, at St.
Joseph’s Cemetery, 1300 Stratford Rd., Stratford, with The Rev. Jeffrey B. Lukens officiating.
Lillian was pre-deceased earlier this year by her husband Nikita. Lillian and Nikita, and their
family, were members of Lordship Community Church years ago before they moved away.
Please keep the Offenberg family in your prayers. See the complete obituary for Lillian here:
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/tampabaytimes/name/lillian-offenbergobituary?pid=200103377

OCTOBER 2021 STEEPLE LIGHTING In Honor of what would have been Mary Woessner’s 97th birthday (1924-2020) from Randy and
Garry Woessner. Missed but never forgotten.

Community News
CROP WALK 2021 - Sunday, October 17, 2021, 1:30 to 4 p.m.
"Ending Hunger One Step At A Time" - 'Walk with Us' ... It's our 47th! (rain or shine)
at United Congregational Church, 2200 North Avenue, Bridgeport, CT - 2-mile walk.
25% of monies raised go to hunger related programs in the Bridgeport area.
For more information, call 203-375-1284. www.crophungerwalk.org

Vicki Soto 5K

Saturday, November 6, 2021, Stratford, CT 06615 - Start Time: 10:00am
To sign up for the 5K - In-person, Virtual, Kids’ Fun Run - visit:
https://runsignup.com/Race/CT/Stratford/VickiSoto5K

“The Vicki Soto 5k…takes place through the picturesque Lordship section of Stratford,
Connecticut, Vicki’s hometown. Since its inception, the Vicki Soto 5k has hosted
thousands of participants, from all around the country, and has raised money to support
high school seniors who want to pursue a career in the field of education. To date, the
Vicki Soto Memorial Fund, Inc has awarded $180,000 in educational scholarships and
provided $100,000 in literacy, educated and community enrichment.”

Worship Notes

•

Worship series conceptualized and designed by the Rev. Jeff Lukens, based on Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred
Practices in Everyday Life, by Tish Harrison Warren; and The Power of Ritual: Turning Everyday Activities into
Soulful Practices, by Casper Ter Kuile.

•

Prayer of Confession adapted from one written by Stephen M. Fearing and found at
https://www.liturgylink.net/2018/08/28/confession-instead-of/

•

Scripture quotations marked (CEB) come from the Common English Bible, copyright © 2011. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

•

Scripture quotations marked (NRSV) come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

•

Printing and Streaming Music license from OneLicense.net. License #731003-A

The Lordship Community Church is an open and welcoming community of spiritual seekers, committed to
growing in Christian discipleship as we worship, study, and serve together. Our vision is to be a church
reaching out to the community, sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and nurturing the faith of the next
generation.

LORDSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
179 Prospect Drive, Stratford, CT 06615 | 203.377.6568
www.thelordshipchurch.org | facebook.com/lordshipchurch
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All of the Congregation
The Rev. Jeff Lukens – pastor@thelordshipchurch.org – c. 203.212.8811
Susan Bryn Kapec
Brandon Woods – media@thelordshipchurch.org
Sandra Iannotti – office@thelordshipchurch.org

