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Welcome to the Lordship Community Church, United Church of Christ!
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, God welcomes you!
Welcome to worship at the Lordship Community Church! You are welcome here. No matter what. We
take these words seriously. We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom. We
don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way.
We come from different religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one.
In our church, we believe worship is important, yet we aren’t afraid of having fun while worshiping. We
study the teachings and the actions of Jesus. We gather around the waters of grace and the table of
Christ, just as Christians have for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs we sing are ones our
grandparents might also have sung in their day. And, in our preaching and prayers, we wrestle with the
challenges of the modern world. We hope your heart will hear something personal and relevant this
morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.
We are offering in-person worship now, so please refamiliarize yourself with the safety guidelines posted
at thelordshipchurch.org/covid/. When you arrive at church, please fill out this attendance form
(http://bit.ly/lordshipcheck-in) which we are requiring for contact tracing purposes. You can also find the
form by scanning this QR code using the camera app on your smartphone:

We want to stay connected with you all week long. If you are a guest with us today, I invite you to fill out
our digital welcome card by visiting thelordshipchurch.org/connect.
You can stream all of our worship gatherings online on the following platforms (no account needed):
Website - thelordshipchurch.org/live
YouTube - www.youtube.com/lordshipcommunitychurch
Facebook - www.facebook.com/LordshipChurch

The language of worship is rich and diverse, and yet
always inadequate to express the fullness of the
divine. In our worship life, we strive to use inclusive
language for humanity and expansive imagery for the
divine, while respecting the poetry and imagery of
texts handed down to us from the ages. Honoring
our diversity, in those places where we speak or sing
together, worshipers may use language with which
they are comfortable or familiar.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion: All are
welcome, including children, to share in the feast at
Christ’s table. Currently, we celebrate Communion
on the first Sunday of each month and on certain other
holy days.
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: We gladly offer
the sign and seal of God’s grace in the waters of
baptism, both to children and adults of any age. For
more information, contact the pastor.

Thanksgiving Sunday
“O God, grant that whatever good things I have, I may share generously with those who have not,
and whatever good things I do not have, I may request humbly from those who do.”
–St. Thomas Aquinas, 13th Century Dominican Friar & Priest

GATHERING

God gathers us in and invites us to experience the holy.

Prelude – “Lead on, O King Eternal,” by Charles Callahan

Susan Bryn Kapec
The Rev. Jeff Lukens

Words of Welcome
*Sung Response – God is So Good (verse 1, 3 times)

Glory to God Hymnal, no. 658

Sung in unison.

God is so good; God is so good; God is so good; God’s so good to me.
*Call to Worship
Andrea Hurley, Liturgist
One: Let us gather together in thanksgiving to God.
Many: For God has made us and this earth which gives us nurture.
One: Let us gather together in gratitude for one another.
Many: For we are the bearers of God’s blessing
and love for the earth and to all people.
One: Let us praise God; let us join together;
Many: let us reach out in care and courage
so that the goodness of life may be for all God’s children.

*Hymn – “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

Glory to God Hymnal, no. 367

Confession and Forgiveness
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Many: Most Merciful God
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
Gracious One, you have lavished on us gifts of life abundant. But we
must confess that we have often used your gifts carelessly, and acted
as though we are not grateful. When we enjoy the fruits of the
harvest, but forget they come from you; forgive us and help us. When
we are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry; when we
are thoughtless, and do not treat with respect or care; forgive us and
help us. When we store up gifts for ourselves alone, as if there were
no God and no heaven; God in your mercy forgive us and help us.
Quiet is kept for personal reflection and confession.

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
*GLORIA PATRI

tune from Chalice Hymnal, no. 35

Sung in unison.

Glory be to God, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
A-men. A-men.

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and music.

A Message for All Ages
First Reading – Joel 2.21-27 (NRSV)
Do not fear, O soil;
be glad and rejoice,
for the Lord has done great things!
Do not fear, you animals of the field,
for the pastures of the wilderness are green;
the tree bears its fruit,
the fig tree and vine give their full yield.

O children of Zion, be glad
and rejoice in the Lord your God;
for he has given the early rain for your vindication,
he has poured down for you abundant rain,
the early and the later rain, as before.
The threshing floors shall be full of grain,
the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.
I will repay you for the years
that the swarming locust has eaten,
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter,
my great army, which I sent against you.
You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied,
and praise the name of the Lord your God,
who has dealt wondrously with you.
And my people shall never again be put to shame.
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel,
and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other.
And my people shall never again be put to shame.

Gospel Reading – Matthew 6.25-33 (CEB)
“Therefore, I say to you, don’t worry about your life, what you’ll eat or what you’ll drink,
or about your body, what you’ll wear. Isn’t life more than food and the body more than
clothes? Look at the birds in the sky. They don’t sow seed or harvest grain or gather
crops into barns. Yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren’t you worth much more
than they are? Who among you by worrying can add a single moment to your life? And
why do you worry about clothes? Notice how the lilies in the field grow. They don’t wear
themselves out with work, and they don’t spin cloth. But I say to you that even Solomon
in all of his splendor wasn’t dressed like one of these. If God dresses grass in the field so
beautifully, even though it’s alive today and tomorrow it’s thrown into the furnace,
won’t God do much more for you, you people of weak faith? Therefore, don’t worry and
say, ‘What are we going to eat?’ or ‘What are we going to drink?’ or ‘What are we going
to wear?’ Gentiles long for all these things. Your heavenly Father knows that you need
them. Instead, desire first and foremost God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.

Sermon

The Rev. Jeff Lukens

*Hymn – “Now Thank We All Our God”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 715

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering.

Sharing our Gifts and Tithes
GENEROSITY PRAYER (based on 1 Timothy 6)
Many: Godliness with contentment is great gain.
We bring nothing into this world and we take nothing out of it.
We who call Jesus Lord, devote ourselves to resisting greed,
which plunges the human heart into ruin and pierces it with many griefs.
We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts,
fixing our hope on God and not the uncertainty of wealth.
We desire to be rich in good deeds,
willing to share all that we have,
laying up for ourselves treasure that will not decay,
but will shine in the age to come.
Amen.
We have several ways you can give right now. You can give online at:

https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate. You may also text an amount to 475-800-8860. Or can mail a

check to the church. Whichever way you choose to give and bless our community, we thank you!

*DOXOLOGY

Chalice Hymnal, no. 46

Praying for Ourselves, Our Community, and Our World
PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
If you have prayer requests you wish to share with Pastor Jeff, you can email them to him at
pastor@thelordshipchurch.org or text them to 203.212.8811. If you wish to share prayer requests with
the whole congregation, you may post those in our private Facebook group –
www.facebook.com/groups/lordshipchurch.

SENDING FORTH

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world.

*Hymn – “For the Fruit of All Creation”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 714
See next page

*Benediction & Blessing
*Postlude – “Ancient of Days!,” by Paul Taylor

Susan Bryn Kapec

ANNOUNCEMENTS
~ Invitation to help decorate Lordship Community Church’s Christmas Tree ~
You are cordially invited to decorate the sanctuary Christmas Tree after worship on Sunday,
November 21! We hope you can join in as we begin to get in the spirit and energy of the season!
Coming Soon - The Inn: Housing the Holy
Advent & Christmas Worship - Beginning November 28 (thelordshipchurch.org/christmas)
As we enter the Advent season, how can our churches become houses where the Holy will be
born anew–offering respite, sustenance, and care, opening the doors ever wider to those
seeking shelter from the onslaught of life? No one church can do it all, but each can do
something. As we study the biblical prophets that call us to love and care for our neighbors and
“make room in the inn,” the lonely and frightened spaces within us are filled with the light of
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.
Oronoque Farms - 2 pumpkin pies & 1 GC available! (Debbie Cronk)
LCC has 2 pumpkin pies (frozen/unbaked) & one $15 Oronoque Farms GC available from its fall
fundraiser. Interested? Contact the office (203-377-6568 or office@thelordshipchurch.org).
Readers and Greeters - December 2021 through March 2022 (Hans Drenkard)
Hello LCC members, we are working our way back to normal and would love you to help with
Sunday worship by being a lay reader or greeter. Please click on the link below to enter your
name on the list. Thank you very much!
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BhiU9fstK2kesytQbmDj4fGn438uX3F1KXYiD1EnY_w/e
dit?usp=sharing
Fall Bible Study
This fall, we will be exploring Matthew 5-7 using Amy Jill Levine's book "Sermon on the Mount:
A Beginners Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven." (Order here: https://amzn.to/3k8i0Zp)
We continue to meet on Zoom on Wednesdays, (until the end of November), from 7:00-8:30
pm - contact the office for the Zoom link.
Sunday School
Designed for kids age 3 through grade 6, our one room Sunday School program will meet in
person (masks required) on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. Kids will begin in
worship these Sundays and be dismissed downstairs after the “Message for All Ages.” On the
other Sundays, kids will stay in worship as a way to learn about the rituals that help form our
faith. Thank you to Dawn for once again leading the teaching crew this year!
NOVEMBER 2021 STEEPLE LIGHTING - In memory of the birth month of Charles
Woessner, husband of Mary, and father of Garry, Randy and Susan.

Worship Notes

•

Call to Worship & Prayer of Confession from Chalice Worship, p. 183. © 1997 by Chalice Press. Used by
permission. All rights reserved

•

All other liturgy written by the Rev. Jeff Lukens.

•

Scripture quotations marked (CEB) come from the Common English Bible, copyright © 2011. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

•

Scripture quotations marked (NRSV) come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

•

Printing and Streaming Music license from OneLicense.net. License #731003-A

The Lordship Community Church is an open and welcoming community of spiritual seekers, committed to
growing in Christian discipleship as we worship, study, and serve together. Our vision is to be a church
reaching out to the community, sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and nurturing the faith of the next
generation.
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