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Welcome to the Lordship Community Church, United Church of Christ!
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, God welcomes you!
Welcome to worship at the Lordship Community Church! You are welcome here. No matter what. We
take these words seriously. We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom. We
don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way.
We come from different religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one.
In our church, we believe worship is important, yet we aren’t afraid of having fun while worshiping. We
study the teachings and the actions of Jesus. We gather around the waters of grace and the table of
Christ, just as Christians have for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs we sing are ones our
grandparents might also have sung in their day. And, in our preaching and prayers, we wrestle with the
challenges of the modern world. We hope your heart will hear something personal and relevant this
morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.
We are offering in-person worship now, so please familiarize yourself with the safety guidelines posted at
thelordshipchurch.org/covid/. When you arrive at church, please fill out this attendance form
(http://bit.ly/lordshipcheck-in) which we are requiring for contact tracing purposes. You can also find the
form by scanning this QR code using the camera app on your smartphone:

We want to stay connected with you all week long. If you are a guest with us today, I invite you to fill out
our digital welcome card by visiting thelordshipchurch.org/connect.
You can stream all of our worship gatherings online on the following platforms (no account needed):
Website - thelordshipchurch.org/live
YouTube - www.youtube.com/lordshipcommunitychurch
Facebook - www.facebook.com/LordshipChurch

The language of worship is rich and diverse, and yet
always inadequate to express the fullness of the
divine. In our worship life, we strive to use inclusive
language for humanity and expansive imagery for the
divine, while respecting the poetry and imagery of
texts handed down to us from the ages. Honoring
our diversity, in those places where we speak or sing
together, worshipers may use language with which
they are comfortable or familiar.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion: All are
welcome, including children, to share in the feast at
Christ’s table. Currently, we celebrate Communion
on the first Sunday of each month and on certain other
holy days.
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: We gladly offer
the sign and seal of God’s grace in the waters of
baptism, both to children and adults of any age. For
more information, contact the pastor.

The 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
You are no longer strangers and aliens,
wandering in the wilderness.
Now you are citizens with the saints
and also members of the household of God.
-Ephesians 2.19 (NRSV, adapted)

GATHERING

God gathers us in and invites us to experience the holy.

Susan Bryn Kapec

Prelude – “O Come All Ye Faithful,” by Sigvart A. Hofland

The Rev. Jeff Lukens

Words of Welcome

Call to Worship

Karen Kochiss, Liturgist

One: No matter how far we wander from you, O God,
Many: your steadfast love finds us.
One: No matter how unjust the world seems to us, O God,
Many: your steadfast righteousness sustains us.
One: No matter how vulnerable our lives seem to us, O God,
Many: your steadfast presence gives us hope.
One: No matter how unloved and uncared for we feel, O God,
Many: you hear our cries and answer our prayers.
One: We are God’s Beloved ones,
Many: Thanks be to God!
*Hymn – “Sing of God Made Manifest”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 176
See next page

Prayer of Invocation
Confession and Forgiveness
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Many: Lord, we need a miracle today. Like Jesus changing water into wine at
the wedding feast in Cana, we need a miracle today. We are tired,
Lord, of the hurts of this world. We are discouraged in the face of
injustice, war, poverty, and indifference. We need a miracle today,
Lord. Your steadfast love, like a mighty mountain, will not be moved.
Your gifts, as many as the mighty winds, cannot be counted. Your
glory, like a mighty torch, will not be put out. Lord, crown us with
your love. Show us your glory, that in you we may be moved to acts of
kindness, love, justice, and mercy. Lord, we need a miracle today.
Amen.
Quiet is kept for personal reflection and confession.

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
*GLORIA PATRI

tune from Chalice Hymnal, no. 35

Sung in unison.

Glory be to God, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
A-men. A-men.

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and music.

A Message for All Ages
The First Reading – 1 Corinthians 12.1-11 (NRSV)
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be
uninformed. You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to
idols that could not speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by
the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord”
except by the Holy Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services,
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one
and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

The Gospel Reading – John 2.1-11 (CEB)
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there,
and Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the celebration. When the wine ran out,
Jesus’ mother said to him, “They don’t have any wine.”
Jesus replied, “Woman, what does that have to do with me? My time hasn’t come yet.”
His mother told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Nearby were six stone water
jars used for the Jewish cleansing ritual, each able to hold about twenty or thirty gallons.
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water,” and they filled them to the
brim. Then he told them, “Now draw some from them and take it to the
headwaiter,” and they did. The headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine. He
didn’t know where it came from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew.
The headwaiter called the groom and said, “Everyone serves the good wine first. They
bring out the second-rate wine only when the guests are drinking freely. You kept the
good wine until now.” This was the first miraculous sign that Jesus did in Cana of Galilee.
He revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.

The Rev. Jeff Lukens

Sermon

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering.

Sharing our Gifts and Tithes
GENEROSITY PRAYER (based on 1 Timothy 6)
Many: Godliness with contentment is great gain.
We bring nothing into this world and we take nothing out of it.
We who call Jesus Lord, devote ourselves to resisting greed,
which plunges the human heart into ruin and pierces it with many griefs.
We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts,
fixing our hope on God and not the uncertainty of wealth.
We desire to be rich in good deeds,
willing to share all that we have,
laying up for ourselves treasure that will not decay,
but will shine in the age to come.
Amen.
We have several ways you can give right now. You can give online at:

https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate. You may also text an amount to 475-800-8860. Or can mail a

check to the church. Whichever way you choose to give and bless our community, we thank you!

*DOXOLOGY

Chalice Hymnal, no. 46

Praying for Ourselves, Our Community, and Our World
PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
If you have prayer requests you wish to share with Pastor Jeff, you can email them to him at
pastor@thelordshipchurch.org or text them to 203.212.8811. If you wish to share prayer requests with
the whole congregation, you may post those in our private Facebook group –
www.facebook.com/groups/lordshipchurch.

SENDING FORTH

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world.

*Hymn – “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 560
See next page

*Benediction & Blessing

*Postlude – “Go Tell it on the Mountain,” African American Spiritual

Susan Bryn Kapec

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2022 Annual Meeting
The 100th Annual Meeting of Lordship Community Church is planned for Sunday, February 6,
2022. More information to come.
Pamper your Tush: Purchase a Pew Cushion
If you are worshiping with us in person, you will have noticed that we have ten new pew
cushions. Thanks to memorial donations, and the hard work of some church members to get
the project started, we have replaced the first ten cushions. But we need your help to finish the
job. Each cushion costs $250 for labor and materials. Will you buy a cushion? Your bottom
will thank you! Go to thelordshipchurch.org/donate and choose the Pew Cushion Fund from
the drop-down menu. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!

Readers and Greeters - January through July 2022 (Hans Drenkard)
Hello LCC members, we are working our way back to normal and would love you to help with
Sunday worship by being a lay reader or greeter. Please click on the link below to enter your
name to fill one of the vacancies on the list. Thank you very much!
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BhiU9fstK2kesytQbmDj4fGn438uX3F1KXYiD1EnY_w/e
dit
Lay readers read: the call to worship, prayer and scriptural readings. Pastor Jeff will email
these to you ahead of time if you provide him your email.
Greeters: Guide worshippers entering LCC to fill out contact tracing forms and wear masks as
well as handing out worship guides.

Sunday School
Designed for kids age 3 through grade 6, our one room Sunday School program will meet in
person (masks required) on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. Kids will begin in
worship these Sundays and be dismissed downstairs after the “Message for All Ages.” On the
other Sundays, kids will stay in worship as a way to learn about the rituals that help form our
faith. Thank you to Dawn for once again leading the teaching crew this year!
JANUARY 2022 STEEPLE LIGHTING - In honor of Bea and Walt Schrader, Alice and Bob
Schaefer, Cliff and Marian Hutchison, and Howard Ludwig from Steve Pavlich to recognize
and remember their service to Lordship Community Church upon its 100th anniversary!

Silver Lake Camp & Retreat Center - Silver Lake News
Registration for summer camp opened January 15, 2022!
Early Bird Discount with Code:
Save $50 off all summer registrations made in the month of January using code: EARLY22.
Learn more about summer camp at Silver Lake, view the 2022 summer brochure, and look
through the upcoming sessions at https://www.silverlakect.org/summercamp
Silver Lake Camp & Retreat Center
A Ministry of the Southern New England Conference UCC
223 Low Road | Sharon, CT 06069 | 860.364.5526 | Fax: 860.364.1000
slcrc@silverlakect.org
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The Lordship Community Church is an open and welcoming community of spiritual seekers, committed to
growing in Christian discipleship as we worship, study, and serve together. Our vision is to be a church
reaching out to the community, sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and nurturing the faith of the next
generation.
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