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Welcome to the Lordship Community Church, United Church of Christ! 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, God welcomes you! 
 
Welcome to worship at the Lordship Community Church! You are welcome here. No matter what. We 
take these words seriously. We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom. We 
don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. 
We come from different religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different 
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one. 
 
In our church, we believe worship is important, yet we aren’t afraid of having fun while worshiping. We 
study the teachings and the actions of Jesus. We gather around the waters of grace and the table of 
Christ, just as Christians have for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs we sing are ones our 
grandparents might also have sung in their day. And, in our preaching and prayers, we wrestle with the 
challenges of the modern world. We hope your heart will hear something personal and relevant this 
morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God. 
 
As we continue to navigate living and worshiping in a pandemic, we will keep our safety guidelines 
updated and posted at http://thelordshipchurch.org/covid/. When you arrive at church, please fill out this 
attendance form (http://bit.ly/lordshipcheck-in) which we are requiring for contact tracing purposes.  
 
If you are a guest with us today, we invite you to fill out our digital welcome card by visiting 
http://thelordshipchurch.org/connect. We’d also love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest 
way to do that is by following us on social media. Simply scan this QR code and you can connect with us 
on all our channels from there. We love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the 
conversation: 

 
Thank you for worshiping with us this week! 
 
Pastor Jeff 
  

The Sacrament of Holy Communion: All are 
welcome, including children, to share in the feast at 
Christ’s table. Currently, we celebrate Communion 
on the first Sunday of each month and on certain other 
holy days. 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: We gladly offer 
the sign and seal of God’s grace in the waters of 
baptism, both to children and adults of any age. For 
more information, contact the pastor. 

The language of worship is rich and diverse, and yet 
always inadequate to express the fullness of the 
divine. In our worship life, we strive to use inclusive 
language for humanity and expansive imagery for the 
divine, while respecting the poetry and imagery of 
texts handed down to us from the ages. Honoring 
our diversity, in those places where we speak or sing 
together, worshipers may use language with which 
they are comfortable or familiar. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 GATHERING 

God gathers us in and invites us to experience the holy. 
 

Prelude – “The Wonderous Cross,” by Tomlin, Walt, & Reeves Susan Bryn Kapec 
 
 
Words of Gathering & Centering The Rev. Jeff Lukens 
 
 
Sung Response – “Be Not Afraid,” Taizé Community  Glory to God Hymnal, no. 243 

 
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 

 
 
Call to Worship  Karen Kochiss, Liturgist 

 
One: Celebrate our God, from the plains to the mountains! 
Many: Celebrate our God, from the waters and hills. 
One: Sing to our God who designed creation. 
Many: Fill the air with song to the One who painted the world with love. 
One: Let us praise our God, the author of grace. 
Many: Let us worship our God, the composer of joy. 

 
 
*Hymn – “Sing Praise to God, You Heavens!” Glory to God Hymnal, no. 17 

You want me to eat what? 
 

After Jesus’s resurrection, Peter was constantly being surprised by God. Perhaps one of the biggest 
surprises for Peter comes in the form of a vision from God about whom he should eat with, and what 

kinds of food he should eat. For Peter, this was not just about food – but also about who God 
welcomes into the faith. “What God has made clean, you must not call profane,” the voice from 

heaven spoke.  
 

The surprising truth is that there is no one unworthy of God’s love and grace – all are loved and 
claimed by God. 



 

  



 

 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Many: O God, You who are always doing a new thing, we confess that we 
sometimes close windows against the fresh air of new ideas, against 
the noise of other people’s worries, against the winds of change.  

 
  God of every place and time, we confess that we often draw the 

curtains against people who are different, against world news, or 
community concerns.  

 
  Forgive us our insulation in our locked homes, our shuttered 

churches, the security systems on our hearts. Open up our lives, and 
let your Spirit blow through. Amen. 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
One: … God’s grace and mercy abounds, and in Christ we are forgiven.  
Many: Thanks be to God. 
  Alleluia! Amen. 

SUNG RESPONSE – “Be Not Afraid” 
 

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 

 
 RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and music. 
 
A Message for All Ages 
 
Anthem    Intergenerational Choir 
 
The Scripture Reading – Acts 11.1-18 (NRSVUE) 
 

Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea heard that the gentiles 
had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and 
eat with them?”  



 

 

 
Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa 
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming 
down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners, and it came close to me. As I 
looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the 
air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no 
means, Lord, for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a second 
time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call 
profane.’ This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven.  
 
At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where 
we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between 
them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s 
house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to 
Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and 
your entire household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, 
how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?”  
 
When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has 
given even to the gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”  

 
*Hymn – “We Are One in the Spirit” Glory to God Hymnal, no. 300 
 



 

 

  
 
Sermon   The Rev. Jeff Lukens 



 

 

 
 RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering. 
 
Sharing our Gifts and Tithes 
 

We have several ways you can give right now.  You can give online at: 
https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate. You may also text an amount to 475-800-8860. Or can mail a 

check to the church.   Whichever way you choose to give and bless our community, we thank you! 
 

GENEROSITY PRAYER (based on 1 Timothy 6) 
Many: Godliness with contentment is great gain.  
 We bring nothing into this world and we take nothing out of it.  
 We who call Jesus Lord, devote ourselves to resisting greed,  
 which plunges the human heart into ruin and pierces it with many griefs. 
 We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts,  
 fixing our hope on God and not the uncertainty of wealth.  
 We desire to be rich in good deeds,  
 willing to share all that we have,  
 laying up for ourselves treasure that will not decay, 
 but will shine in the age to come. Amen. 
*DOXOLOGY  Chalice Hymnal, no. 46  

Sung in unison. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.  
Praise God above ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Praying for Ourselves, Our Community, and Our World 
 

If you have prayer requests you wish to share with Pastor Jeff, you can email them to him at 
pastor@thelordshipchurch.org or text them to 203.212.8811. If you wish to share prayer requests with 

the whole congregation, you may post those in our private Facebook group – 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/lordshipchurch. 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom  

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 



 

 

trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 SENDING FORTH 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world. 
 
*Hymn – “Let us Build a House (All Are Welcome)”  Glory to God Hymnal, no. 301 
    
 

 



 

  



 

 

 
*Benediction & Blessing 
 
Sung Response – “Be Not Afraid,” Taizé Community  Glory to God Hymnal, no. 243 
 

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 

 
*Postlude – “I Know that my Redeemer Lives” by Richard Wienhorst 
 Susan Bryn Kapec 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
2022 SPRING VENDOR JUBILEE-Saturday, May 21, 2022...Celebrating 100 years in Lordship! 
https://thelordshipchurch.org/springfair/ - AT Lordship Community Church, Saturday, May 
21, 9 AM to 3 PM, (rain date is May 22, 2022, 11 AM to 3 PM).  Features craft and business 
vendors, food/food trucks, Shortbus bicycles, live music, and a food pantry collection for 
Stratford’s South End Community Center.  For information, please contact the church office at 
203-377-6568 or office@thelordshipchurch.org.  PLEASE SHARE & COME to the event!! 
 
Food Pantry Collection for the South End Community Center - Saturday, May 21, 2022, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at LCC’s Spring Vendor Jubilee!  The SECC lists these items in need: 
canned tuna; pasta; spaghetti sauce; cold & hot cereals; canned fruit; canned vegetables; soups 
(dry & condensed); rice; jelly; peanut butter; coffee; teas; and juices; & supermarket gift cards. 
 
'Paint-Your-Own' Wooden Flower!! - SPONSOR ($25) & DECORATE A FLOWER that will 
adorn the church lawn the week of the 2022 Spring Vendor Jubilee!  Available to individuals, 
families, and/or businesses.  A great way to promote your business and support Lordship 
Community Church.  Contact LCC (office@thelordshipchurch.org, 203-377-6568) for info. 
 
VOLUNTEERS needed for the SVJ!!  Also, sought…DONATIONS of cases of water.  
(Update: soda donations & hot dog staffing not needed.)  Volunteers are needed in 2-hour 
shifts, (or more), between 7 AM to after 3 PM, to assist with set-up (tables, chairs…), staffing the 
LCC tables (popcorn & water sales), and break-down (tables, chairs, garbage...).  Sign-up in the 
narthex, or contact the office, to volunteer to help with this big event for the church!! 
 
MAY 2022 STEEPLE LIGHTINGS - In loving memory of Bill Green in remembrance of his 
May 17th birthday from Billy, Sally, Amanda, Michelle and Jeff Green.  And, in memory of 
Stephen R. Pavlich and Mary A. Pavlich in remembrance of their May 10th anniversary from 
sons Stephen, Tony & Paul. 



 

 

 
Worship Notes 
 

• Worship series theme adapted from A Preacher’s Guide to Lectionary Sermon Series: Thematic Plans For Years 
A, B, and C. © 2016 by Westminster John Knox Press. Easter Season year C theme idea by Jessica LaGrone.  

• Call to Worship written by the Rev. Michelle Torigian and found at https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/easter-
5c-may-15-2022/ 

• Prayer of Confession found at https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/04/prayer-opening-windows.html 

• All other liturgy written by the Rev. Jeff Lukens. 

• Scripture quotations marked (CEB) come from the Common English Bible, copyright © 2011.  Used by permission.  
All rights reserved.   

• Scripture quotations marked (NRSVUE) come from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition Bible, 
copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

• Scripture quotations marked (MSG) come from THE MESSAGE, copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 
2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group. All rights reserved. 

• Printing and Streaming Music license from OneLicense.net. License #731003-A 

 

 

 

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Lordship Community Church is an open and welcoming community of spiritual seekers, committed to 
growing in Christian discipleship as we worship, study, and serve together.  Our vision is to be a church 
reaching out to the community, sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and nurturing the faith of the next 

generation. 
 

LORDSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
179 Prospect Drive, Stratford, CT 06615  |  203.377.6568 

www.thelordshipchurch.org  |  facebook.com/lordshipchurch 
 
 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 Pastor The Rev. Jeff Lukens – pastor@thelordshipchurch.org – c. 203.212.8811 
 Minister of Music Susan Bryn Kapec  
 Minister of Digital Media Brandon Woods – media@thelordshipchurch.org 
 Church Administrator Sandra Iannotti – office@thelordshipchurch.org 
  
  


