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Welcome to the Lordship Community Church, United Church of Christ!
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, God welcomes you!
Welcome to worship at the Lordship Community Church! You are welcome here. No matter what. We
take these words seriously. We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom. We
don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way.
We come from different religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one.
In our church, we believe worship is important, yet we aren’t afraid of having fun while worshiping. We
study the teachings and the actions of Jesus. We gather around the waters of grace and the table of
Christ, just as Christians have for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs we sing are ones our
grandparents might also have sung in their day. And, in our preaching and prayers, we wrestle with the
challenges of the modern world. We hope your heart will hear something personal and relevant this
morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.
As we continue to navigate living and worshiping in a pandemic, we will keep our safety guidelines
updated and posted at http://thelordshipchurch.org/covid/. When you arrive at church, please fill out this
attendance form (http://bit.ly/lordshipcheck-in) which we are requiring for contact tracing purposes.
If you are a guest with us today, we invite you to fill out our digital welcome card by visiting
http://thelordshipchurch.org/connect. We’d also love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest
way to do that is by following us on social media. Simply scan this QR code and you can connect with us
on all our channels from there. We love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the
conversation:

Thank you for worshiping with us this week!
Pastor Jeff

The language of worship is rich and diverse, and yet
always inadequate to express the fullness of the
divine. In our worship life, we strive to use inclusive
language for humanity and expansive imagery for the
divine, while respecting the poetry and imagery of
texts handed down to us from the ages. Honoring
our diversity, in those places where we speak or sing
together, worshipers may use language with which
they are comfortable or familiar.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion: All are
welcome, including children, to share in the feast at
Christ’s table. Currently, we celebrate Communion
on the first Sunday of each month and on certain other
holy days.
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: We gladly offer
the sign and seal of God’s grace in the waters of
baptism, both to children and adults of any age. For
more information, contact the pastor.

The Surprise of your Life
Easter was just the beginning.
The resurrection sets off a host of unexpected events and changes for Jesus’s followers, even
changes within themselves. If you’re feeling like your spiritual life has become mundane and full of
the same day in and day out, then perhaps these stories will awaken in you a new desire for God’s
work in unsuspecting, ordinary people like you.

GATHERING

God gathers us in and invites us to experience the holy.

Prelude – “Alleluia Sing to Jesus,” by Rowland Hugh Prichard
Words of Gathering & Centering
Sung Response – “Be Not Afraid,” Taizé Community

Susan Bryn Kapec
The Rev. Jeff Lukens

Glory to God Hymnal, no. 243

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!
Call to Worship

Andrea Hurley, Liturgist

One: We gather once more as a great multitude,
from various peoples and places, we’ve come.
Many: Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving,
honor and power be to our God.
One: We gather once more to shout “Alleluia!”
Salvation belongs to the Holy One.
Many: Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving,
honor and power be to our God.
One: We gather to worship day and night,
the one who guides us to the springs of life.
Many: Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving,
honor and power be to our God.

*Hymn – “God, Reveal Your Presence”

Glory to God Hymnal, no. 412

Confession and Forgiveness
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Many: God, we confess that we often let hopelessness have too much power
over our lives: In the face of crisis, our faith frequently falters. In the
midst of calamity, our fearlessness fades. In the presence of
tribulation, our anxiety and worry weakens our ability to act justly.
Help our unbelief, O God. Bring us back to you, Great Redeemer.
Remind us of the unfailing treasure that is in your love and care for all
of creation. Your grace is sufficient, from the valley of death to the
tables you’ve prepared for us. Embolden us, again, and revive our
spirits.
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
One: … God’s grace and mercy abounds, and in Christ we are forgiven.
Many: Thanks be to God.
Alleluia! Amen.
SUNG RESPONSE – “Be Not Afraid”

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and music.

A Message for All Ages
Anthem

Intergenerational Choir

The First Reading – Ephesians 4.17-24, 5.1-2a (CEB)
So I’m telling you this, and I insist on it in the Lord: you shouldn’t live your life like the
Gentiles anymore. They base their lives on pointless thinking, and they are in the dark in
their reasoning. They are disconnected from God’s life because of their ignorance and their
closed hearts. They are people who lack all sense of right and wrong, and who have turned
themselves over to doing whatever feels good and to practicing every sort of corruption
along with greed.
But you didn’t learn that sort of thing from Christ. Since you really listened to him and you
were taught how the truth is in Jesus, change the former way of life that was part of the
person you once were, corrupted by deceitful desires. Instead, renew the thinking in your
mind by the Spirit and clothe yourself with the new person created according to God’s image
in justice and true holiness.
Therefore, imitate God like dearly loved children. Live your life with love, following the
example of Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us.

The Second Reading – Acts 9.32-43 (CEB)
As Peter toured the whole region, he went to visit God’s holy people in Lydda. There he
found a man named Aeneas who was paralyzed and had been confined to his bed for eight
years. Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you! Get up and make your bed.” At once
he got up. Everyone who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.
In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas). Her life
overflowed with good works and compassionate acts on behalf of those in need. About that
time, though, she became so ill that she died. After they washed her body, they laid her in an
upstairs room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, when the disciples heard that Peter was there,
they sent two people to Peter. They urged, “Please come right away!” Peter went with them.
Upon his arrival, he was taken to the upstairs room. All the widows stood beside him, crying
as they showed the tunics and other clothing Dorcas made when she was alive.

Peter sent everyone out of the room, then knelt and prayed. He turned to the body and said,
“Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes, saw Peter, and sat up. He gave her his hand and
raised her up. Then he called God’s holy people, including the widows, and presented her
alive to them. The news spread throughout Joppa, and many put their faith in the Lord.

*Hymn – “O Christ, the Healer

Chalice Hymnal, no. 503

The Rev. Jeff Lukens

Sermon

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering.

Sharing our Gifts and Tithes
We have several ways you can give right now. You can give online at:

https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate. You may also text an amount to 475-800-8860. Or can mail a

check to the church. Whichever way you choose to give and bless our community, we thank you!

GENEROSITY PRAYER (based on 1 Timothy 6)
Many: Godliness with contentment is great gain.
We bring nothing into this world and we take nothing out of it.
We who call Jesus Lord, devote ourselves to resisting greed,
which plunges the human heart into ruin and pierces it with many griefs.
We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts,
fixing our hope on God and not the uncertainty of wealth.
We desire to be rich in good deeds,
willing to share all that we have,
laying up for ourselves treasure that will not decay,
but will shine in the age to come. Amen.

Chalice Hymnal, no. 46

*DOXOLOGY
Sung in unison.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Praying for Ourselves, Our Community, and Our World
If you have prayer requests you wish to share with Pastor Jeff, you can email them to him at
pastor@thelordshipchurch.org or text them to 203.212.8811. If you wish to share prayer requests with
the whole congregation, you may post those in our private Facebook group –
http://www.facebook.com/groups/lordshipchurch.

PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING FORTH

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world.

*Hymn – “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 560
See next page

*Benediction & Blessing

Sung Response – “Be Not Afraid,” Taizé Community

Glory to God Hymnal, no. 243

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!
*Postlude – “The Risen Christ with He is Lord” arr. by Carol Tornquist
Susan Bryn Kapec

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2022 SPRING VENDOR JUBILEE - Saturday, May 21, 2022 - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Rain Date is
Sunday, May 22, 2022, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event is open to craft and business vendors,
and food & food truck vendors. Please no flea market or tag sale vendors. Contact the office
(203-377-6568, office@thelordshipchurch.org) for an application and to inquire about the event.
Food Pantry Collection for the South End Community Center - Saturday, May 21, 2022,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at LCC’s Spring Vendor Jubilee! The SECC lists these items in need:
canned tuna; pasta; spaghetti sauce; cold & hot cereals; canned fruit; canned vegetables; soups
(dry & condensed); rice; jelly; peanut butter; coffee; teas; and juices; & supermarket gift cards.
'Paint-Your-Own' Wooden Flower!! - SPONSOR ($25) & DECORATE A FLOWER that will
adorn the church lawn the week of the 2022 Spring Vendor Jubilee! Available to individuals,
families, and/or businesses. A great way to promote your business and support Lordship
Community Church. Contact LCC (office@thelordshipchurch.org, 203-377-6568) for info.
'coffee'/FELLOWSHIP HOUR - VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to sponsor a Sunday! A signup sheet is in the narthex for Coffee Hour volunteers to sponsor a Sunday to bring
refreshments of their choice.
LCC MUSIC NEWS (Susan Bryn Kapec) - Choir meets Sunday mornings at 9AM! Join in!!
MAY 2022 STEEPLE LIGHTINGS - In loving memory of Bill Green in remembrance of his
May 17th birthday from Billy, Sally, Amanda, Michelle and Jeff Green. And, in memory of
Stephen R. Pavlich and Mary A. Pavlich in remembrance of their May 10th anniversary from
sons Stephen, Tony & Paul.
Pamper your Tush: Purchase a Pew Cushion - If you are worshiping with us in person, you
will have noticed that we have ten new pew cushions. But we need your help to finish the job.
Each cushion costs $250 for labor and materials. Will you buy a cushion? Go
to https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate and choose the Pew Cushion Fund from the drop-down
menu. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!
Readers and Greeters - May through September 2022 (Hans Drenkard) - We would love you
to help with Sunday worship by being a lay reader or greeter. Please click on the link below to
enter your name to fill one of the vacancies on the list. Thank you very much!
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BhiU9fstK2kesytQbmDj4fGn438uX3F1KXYiD1EnY_w/edit
Sunday School - Designed for kids age 3 through grade 6, our one room Sunday School
program will meet in person (masks required) on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.

Worship Notes

•

Worship series theme adapted from A Preacher’s Guide to Lectionary Sermon Series: Thematic Plans For Years
A, B, and C. © 2016 by Westminster John Knox Press. Easter Season year C theme idea by Jessica LaGrone.

•

Call to Worship & Prayer of Confession were adapted from prayers written by Rev. Mia M. McClain for the UCC
Worship Ways: https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/easter-4-may-8-2022/

•

All other liturgy written by the Rev. Jeff Lukens.

•

Scripture quotations marked (CEB) come from the Common English Bible, copyright © 2011. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

•

Scripture quotations marked (NRSV) come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

•

Scripture quotations marked (MSG) come from THE MESSAGE, copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001,
2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

•

Printing and Streaming Music license from OneLicense.net. License #731003-A

The Lordship Community Church is an open and welcoming community of spiritual seekers, committed to
growing in Christian discipleship as we worship, study, and serve together. Our vision is to be a church
reaching out to the community, sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and nurturing the faith of the next
generation.
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