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Welcome to the Lordship Community Church, United Church of Christ!
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, God welcomes you!
Welcome to worship at the Lordship Community Church! You are welcome here. No matter what. We
take these words seriously. We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom. We
don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. We
come from different religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different burdens.
But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one.
In our church, we believe worship is important, yet we aren’t afraid of having fun while worshiping. We
study the teachings and the actions of Jesus. We gather around the waters of grace and the table of Christ,
just as Christians have for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs we sing are ones our
grandparents might also have sung in their day. And, in our preaching and prayers, we wrestle with the
challenges of the modern world. We hope your heart will hear something personal and relevant this
morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.
As we continue to navigate living and worshiping in a pandemic, we will keep our safety guidelines
updated and posted at http://thelordshipchurch.org/covid/. When you arrive at church, please fill out this
attendance form (http://bit.ly/lordshipcheck-in) which we are requiring for contact tracing purposes.
If you are a guest with us today, we invite you to fill out our digital welcome card by visiting
http://thelordshipchurch.org/connect. We’d also love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest
way to do that is by following us on social media. Simply scan this QR code and you can connect with us
on all our channels from there. We love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the
conversation:

Thank you for worshiping with us this week!
Pastor Jeff

The language of worship is rich and diverse, and yet
always inadequate to express the fullness of the
divine. In our worship life, we strive to use inclusive
language for humanity and expansive imagery for the
divine, while respecting the poetry and imagery of
texts handed down to us from the ages. Honoring
our diversity, in those places where we speak or sing
together, worshipers may use language with which
they are comfortable or familiar.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion: All are
welcome, including children, to share in the feast at
Christ’s table. Currently, we celebrate Communion
on the first Sunday of each month and on certain other
holy days.
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: We gladly offer
the sign and seal of God’s grace in the waters of
baptism, both to children and adults of any age. For
more information, contact the pastor.

Unhelpful: “God never gives you more than you can handle.”
Have you ever been going through a difficult time, and someone comes along and says
something that, while they mean well is just unhelpful? We probably all have. This summer we
will be exploring some of these “unhelpful” sayings and taking a look at what the Bible really
says. Today we wonder if “God never gives you more than you can handle,” then why do we
regularly get more than we can handle thrown at us?

GATHERING

God gathers us in and invites us to experience the holy.

Prelude – “Faith of Our Fathers,” by Henri F, Hemy, arr. Cindy Berry

Words of Gathering & Centering

Sung Response – “Spirit of the Living God”
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The Rev. Jeff Lukens
Chalice Hymnal, no. 259

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Call to Worship

Hans Drenkard, Liturgist

One: Come, all you who are weary, all who are carrying burdens so heavy.
Many: Jesus will give us rest.
One: Come, take what Jesus has to offer: love, forgiveness, and grace.
Many: Christ will give us peace.
One: Come, find rest, and learn from Jesus.
Many: For our Savior will give us rest in our souls.
One: Come, let us worship our God.
Many: Let us follow our Savior, who leads us into life.
*Hymn – “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 67

Confession and Forgiveness
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Many: Most gracious and most merciful God,
we confess to you and to one another that time after time we have
entered your presence with countless prayers, but with hearts closed
off to your grace. We have lifted our hands to you in praise, but our
feet have still walked in the ways of evil. We have rehearsed your
commandments, but have refused to see your face in the needs of our
neighbors. We pray to you, Lord, to forgive our lack of faith, and to
pardon our acts of injustice. Grant us the healing that comes from
your presence, and the cleansing of your all-powerful word – through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
One: … You are welcome. You are home.
Many: Thanks be to God.
Alleluia! Amen.
SUNG RESPONSE – “Spirit of the Living God”

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and music.

A Message for All Ages
The First Reading – James 1.13-18 (CEB)
No one who is tested should say, “God is tempting me!” This is because God is not tempted
by any form of evil, nor does he tempt anyone. Everyone is tempted by their own cravings;
they are lured away and enticed by them. Once those cravings conceive, they give birth to
sin; and when sin grows up, it gives birth to death.
Don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters. Every good gift, every perfect gift, comes from
above. These gifts come down from the Father, the creator of the heavenly lights, in whose

character there is no change at all. He chose to give us birth by his true word, and here is the
result: we are like the first crop from the harvest of everything he created.

The Gospel Reading – Matthew 11.28-30 (NRSVUE)
“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

*Hymn – “Softly and Tenderly”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 340

The Rev. Jeff Lukens

Sermon

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering.

Sharing our Gifts and Tithes
We have several ways you can give right now. You can give online at:

https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate. You may also text an amount to 475-800-8860. Or can mail a

check to the church. Whichever way you choose to give and bless our community, we thank you!

GENEROSITY PRAYER (based on 1 Timothy 6)
Many: Godliness with contentment is great gain.
We bring nothing into this world and we take nothing out of it.
We who call Jesus Lord, devote ourselves to resisting greed,
which plunges the human heart into ruin and pierces it with many griefs.
We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts,
fixing our hope on God and not the uncertainty of wealth.
We desire to be rich in good deeds,
willing to share all that we have,
laying up for ourselves treasure that will not decay,
but will shine in the age to come. Amen.
*DOXOLOGY
Chalice Hymnal, no. 46

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Praying for Ourselves, Our Community, and Our World

PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
If you have prayer requests you wish to share with Pastor Jeff, you can email them to him at
pastor@thelordshipchurch.org or text them to 203.212.8811. If you wish to share prayer requests with
the whole congregation, you may post those in our private Facebook group –
http://www.facebook.com/groups/lordshipchurch.

SENDING FORTH

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world.

*Hymn – “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 585

*Benediction & Blessing

Postlude – “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name,” by Oliver Holden

Save the Date
Sunday, July 24, 2022
9:30 AM

100th Anniversary
Celebration Worship

Guest Preacher:
The Rev. Darrell Goodwin
Executive Conference Minister
Southern New England Conference
United Church of Christ

Allison Fay

ANNOUNCEMENTS
'coffee'/FELLOWSHIP HOUR - VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to sponsor a Sunday!
A sign-up sheet is in the narthex for Coffee Hour volunteers to sponsor a Sunday to bring
refreshments of their choice. *Sponsors are needed for July 3, 10, and 31.
READERS and GREETERS - July 2022 through September 2022 (Hans Drenkard)
*Readers are needed for July 17 and 31.
**Greeters are needed for June 26, and July 3, 17, 24, and 31.
We would love you to help with Sunday worship by being a lay reader or greeter. Please click on
the link below to enter your name to fill one of the vacancies on the list.
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BhiU9fstK2kesytQbmDj4fGn438uX3F1KXYiD1EnY_w/e
dit Thank you very much!
Campers LOVE Mail! - Many folks from our church are going to be at Silver Lake Camp and
Retreat Center the week of June 26-July 2. Part of a successful week at camp is knowing that
you are loved by your community, friends, and family. One of the best ways to show that love is
by sending mail! So, send a card, a letter, a funny comic, anything really to our campers. You
may also send a 1-page fax (write camper’s name and conference on the fax) to 860-364-1000.
The mailing address is:
<Camper Name>, <Conference>
Silver Lake Camp and Retreat Center, 223 Low Road, Sharon, CT 06069
Here’s who’s at camp: (Name, Conference)
Austin & Aimee Apatow, My Loved One and Me
Cadence Kindle, Raise Your Voice
Alexandra Lukens, What’s in a Name
Charlotte Lukens, Wonderfully Made
And our volunteers at camp:
Dawn Kindle, What’s in a Name
Amanda Green, Wonderfully Made
Megan & Jeff Lukens, What’s in a Name
PS - Send mail early (before June 25) to ensure it makes it to camp in time!
JUNE 2022 STEEPLE LIGHTING - In loving memory of Gail E. Holub from Paul, Doug, and
Matt Holub.
STEEPLE LIGHTING - sponsor JULY 2022 - contact the church office to express interest.
LCC MUSIC NEWS (Susan Bryn Kapec) - Choir meets Sunday mornings at *8:30AM! Join in
as LCC plans to celebrate its 100th Anniversary in worship on Sunday, July 24, 2022!!

Worship Notes

•

Call to Worship written by the Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell and found at https://reworship.blogspot.com/2014/06/call-to-worship-matthew-11.html

•

Prayer of Confession comes from Chalice Worship, © 1997 Chalice Press. www.chalicepress.com.

•

All other liturgy written by the Rev. Jeff Lukens.

•

Scripture quotations marked (CEB) come from the Common English Bible, copyright © 2011. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

•

Scripture quotations marked (NRSVUE) come from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition Bible,
copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

•

Scripture quotations marked (MSG) come from THE MESSAGE, copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001,
2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

•

Printing and Streaming Music license from OneLicense.net. License #731003-A

The Lordship Community Church is an open and welcoming community of spiritual seekers, committed to
growing in Christian discipleship as we worship, study, and serve together. Our vision is to be a church
reaching out to the community, sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and nurturing the faith of the next
generation.
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