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Welcome to the Lordship Community Church, United Church of Christ!
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, God welcomes you!
Welcome to worship at the Lordship Community Church! You are welcome here. No matter what. We
take these words seriously. We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom. We
don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. We
come from different religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different burdens.
But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one.
In our church, we believe worship is important, yet we aren’t afraid of having fun while worshiping. We
study the teachings and the actions of Jesus. We gather around the waters of grace and the table of Christ,
just as Christians have for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs we sing are ones our
grandparents might also have sung in their day. And, in our preaching and prayers, we wrestle with the
challenges of the modern world. We hope your heart will hear something personal and relevant this
morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.
As we continue to navigate living and worshiping in a pandemic, we will keep our safety guidelines
updated and posted at http://thelordshipchurch.org/covid/.
If you are a guest with us today, we invite you to fill out our digital welcome card by visiting
http://thelordshipchurch.org/connect. We’d also love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest
way to do that is by following us on social media. Simply scan this QR code and you can connect with us
on all our channels from there. We love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the
conversation:

Thank you for worshiping with us this week!
Pastor Jeff

The language of worship is rich and diverse, and yet
always inadequate to express the fullness of the
divine. In our worship life, we strive to use inclusive
language for humanity and expansive imagery for the
divine, while respecting the poetry and imagery of
texts handed down to us from the ages. Honoring
our diversity, in those places where we speak or sing
together, worshipers may use language with which
they are comfortable or familiar.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion: All are
welcome, including children, to share in the feast at
Christ’s table. Currently, we celebrate Communion
on the first Sunday of each month and on certain other
holy days.
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: We gladly offer
the sign and seal of God’s grace in the waters of
baptism, both to children and adults of any age. For
more information, contact the pastor.

Unhelpful: “God Helps Those Who Help Themselves”
The idea that “God helps those who help themselves” is as American as apple pie, but is it true? Is
that how it actually works? It turns out this cliché creates a whole lot of problems and offers no
meaningful solutions.
As you are able, whether in body or spirit, please rise for those parts marked with an asterisk *
After checking in on social media, please remember to silence mobile phones and other devices, and
be mindful of those who wish to use the prelude as a time of
prayer, meditation and preparation for worship.

GATHERING

God gathers us in and invites us to experience the holy.

Prelude – “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come,” by George Job Alvey
Words of Gathering & Centering
Sung Response – “Spirit of the Living God”

Susan Bryn Kapec
The Rev. Jeff Lukens

Chalice Hymnal, no. 259

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Call to Worship

Andrea Hurley, Liturgist

One: Ho! All you who are thirsty:
Many: Come drink from the waters of life.
One: All you who are hungry:
Many: Come, taste, and see that the Lord is good.
One: All you who are weary:
Many: Come, bathe, and be refreshed in God’s river.
One: All you who long for peace:
Many: Come, rest in the clear silent pools of God’s love.
One: This is the day that the Lord has made!
Many: We will rejoice and be glad in it!
*Hymn – “Morning Has Broken”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 53

Confession and Forgiveness
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Many: Most gracious and most merciful God,
we confess to you and to one another that time after time we have
entered your presence with countless prayers, but with hearts closed
off to your grace. We have lifted our hands to you in praise, but our
feet have still walked in the ways of evil. We have rehearsed your
commandments, but have refused to see your face in the needs of our
neighbors. We pray to you, Lord, to forgive our lack of faith, and to
pardon our acts of injustice. Grant us the healing that comes from
your presence, and the cleansing of your all-powerful word – through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
One: … You are welcome. You are home.
Many: Thanks be to God.
Alleluia! Amen.
SUNG RESPONSE – “Spirit of the Living God”

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and music.

A Message for All Ages
First Reading – Acts 2.42-47 (CEB)
The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the community, to their
shared meals, and to their prayers. A sense of awe came over everyone. God performed many
wonders and signs through the apostles. All the believers were united and shared
everything. They would sell pieces of property and possessions and distribute the proceeds to
everyone who needed them. Every day, they met together in the temple and ate in their
homes. They shared food with gladness and simplicity. They praised God and demonstrated
God’s goodness to everyone. The Lord added daily to the community those who were being
saved.

Gospel Reading – Matthew 5.1-12a (NRSVUE)
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.

*Hymn – “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 433

The Rev. Jeff Lukens

Sermon

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering.

Sharing our Gifts and Tithes

We have several ways you can give right now. You can give online at:

https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate. You may also text an amount to 475-800-8860. Or can mail a

check to the church. Whichever way you choose to give and bless our community, we thank you!

GENEROSITY PRAYER (based on 1 Timothy 6)
Many: Godliness with contentment is great gain.
We bring nothing into this world and we take nothing out of it.
We who call Jesus Lord, devote ourselves to resisting greed,
which plunges the human heart into ruin and pierces it with many griefs.
We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts,
fixing our hope on God and not the uncertainty of wealth.
We desire to be rich in good deeds,
willing to share all that we have,
laying up for ourselves treasure that will not decay,
but will shine in the age to come. Amen.
*DOXOLOGY
Chalice Hymnal, no. 46

Praying for Ourselves, Our Community, and Our World

PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
If you have prayer requests you wish to share with Pastor Jeff, you can email them to him at
pastor@thelordshipchurch.org or text them to 203.212.8811. If you wish to share prayer requests with
the whole congregation, you may post those in our private Facebook group –
http://www.facebook.com/groups/lordshipchurch.

SENDING FORTH

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world.

*Hymn – “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 606
see next page

*Benediction & Blessing

Postlude – “O, Bless the Lord, My Soul,” by Healey Willan

Susan Bryn Kapec

ANNOUNCEMENTS
READERS and GREETERS - August 2022 through September 2022 (Hans Drenkard)
*Readers needed for August 7, and September 11 and 25.
**Greeters needed for August 7, 14, and 28, and September 4, 11, 18, and 25.
We would love you to help with Sunday worship by being a lay reader or greeter. Please click on
the link below to enter your name to fill one of the vacancies on the list.
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BhiU9fstK2kesytQbmDj4fGn438uX3F1KXYiD1EnY_w/e
dit Thank you very much!
coffee'/FELLOWSHIP HOUR - VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to sponsor a Sunday!
*Sponsors needed for August 7 and 14, September 4, 11, 18, & 25. A sign-up sheet is in the
narthex for Coffee Hour volunteers to sponsor a Sunday to bring refreshments of their choice.
JULY 2022 STEEPLE LIGHTING - In memory and honor of Raymond Dion from John and
Mary Barbierri.
AUGUST 2022 STEEPLE LIGHTING - In loving memory of Gail E. Holub from Paul, Doug,
and Matt Holub.
ANNUAL JOINT BEACH WORSHIP SERVICE - Sunday, August 21, 2022, 9:00 a.m.
Lordship Community Church and First Congregational Church, Stratford at Short Beach (near
Wayne's Walk)
Parking: you need a Town of Stratford permit/sticker on your car in order to park in the Short
Beach parking lot AND also to park on Riverdale Drive to access Wayne's Walk. If you do not
have a Town of Stratford permit/sticker, and for non-residents, please plan to carpool with
someone who does. You can park in LCC's parking lot to carpool.
*Please remember to bring your beach chair and/or a blanket to sit on for the service.
Collection of Back-to-School Supplies for Sterling House Community Center!

Bring your donations to the Beach Service or place an order through Amazon.
~ From the SHCC website ~ Back-2-School Items: child backpacks, pens, pencils, lunchboxes,
notebooks, folders, pencil cases, erasers, crayons, markers, highlighters. Please click here for
the Sterling House Community Center Back-2-School Wishlist (Amazon Wishlist)
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ID1QLG3VELGK/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
Pamper your Tush: Purchase a Pew Cushion - Thanks to memorial donations, and the hard
work of some church members to get the project started, we have replaced the first ten
cushions. But we need your help to finish the job. Each cushion costs $250 for labor and
materials. Will you buy a cushion? Go to thelordshipchurch.org/donate and choose the Pew
Cushion Fund from the drop down menu. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!

SAVE the DATE – BLESSING OF BACKPACKS & TEACHERS - August 28, 2022 at 9:30 a.m.
Back to School - Start the school year off on the right foot. Bring your backpack and have it
(and you) blessed before heading back to school this fall. Anyone starting school (pre-school
through post-grad) is welcome to have a blessing.
Teachers - You give so much to our community, and we want to shower you with blessings
before you begin the school year. We will pray for you and bless you in your important calling.
2022 APPLE FESTIVAL / VENDOR FAIR - Saturday, September 24, 2022, 9AM-3PM
(Rain Date – Sunday, September 25, 2022, 11AM-3PM)

LCC...celebrating 100 years in Lordship!
The 2022 Apple Festival / Vendor Fair at Lordship Community Church takes place on Saturday,
September 24, 2022, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Rain Date is Sunday, September 25, 2022, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. The event is open to craft, business (direct sales), flea market, tag sale, and food &
food truck vendors. For information about the event, please contact the church office (203-3776568 or office@thelordshipchurch.org).

Save the date - plan to volunteer and to come out and do some shopping & eating!!
Follow the event on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1452361888538207
*Volunteers Needed for 2022 Apple Festival / Vendor Fair
If you would like to volunteer to help with the 2022 Apple Festival / Vendor Fair - please contact
the church office (office@thelordshipchurch.org, 203-377-6568). In addition to set-up & breakdown of the event, help may be needed with signs & flyers for the event (making signs, getting
signs & flyers around town where permitted), bake sale, food vending, music support, raffle...if
you would like to be involved, we would love to hear from you!

Worship Notes

•

Prayer of Confession comes from Chalice Worship, © 1997 Chalice Press. www.chalicepress.com.

•

All other liturgy written by the Rev. Jeff Lukens.

•

Scripture quotations marked (CEB) come from the Common English Bible, copyright © 2011. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

•

Scripture quotations marked (NRSVUE) come from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition Bible,
copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

•

Scripture quotations marked (MSG) come from THE MESSAGE, copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001,
2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

•

Printing and Streaming Music license from OneLicense.net. License #731003-A

The Lordship Community Church is an open and welcoming community of spiritual seekers, committed to
growing in Christian discipleship as we worship, study, and serve together. Our vision is to be a church
reaching out to the community, sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and nurturing the faith of the next
generation.
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