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Welcome to the Lordship Community Church, United Church of Christ!
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, God welcomes you!
Welcome to worship at the Lordship Community Church! You are welcome here. No matter what. We
take these words seriously. We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom. We
don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. We
come from different religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different burdens.
But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one.
In our church, we believe worship is important, yet we aren’t afraid of having fun while worshiping. We
study the teachings and the actions of Jesus. We gather around the waters of grace and the table of Christ,
just as Christians have for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs we sing are ones our
grandparents might also have sung in their day. And, in our preaching and prayers, we wrestle with the
challenges of the modern world. We hope your heart will hear something personal and relevant this
morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.
As we continue to navigate living and worshiping in a pandemic, we will keep our safety guidelines
updated and posted at http://thelordshipchurch.org/covid/.
If you are a guest with us today, we invite you to fill out our digital welcome card by visiting
http://thelordshipchurch.org/connect. We’d also love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest
way to do that is by following us on social media. Simply scan this QR code and you can connect with us
on all our channels from there. We love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the
conversation:

Thank you for worshiping with us this week!
Pastor Jeff

The language of worship is rich and diverse, and yet
always inadequate to express the fullness of the
divine. In our worship life, we strive to use inclusive
language for humanity and expansive imagery for the
divine, while respecting the poetry and imagery of
texts handed down to us from the ages. Honoring
our diversity, in those places where we speak or sing
together, worshipers may use language with which
they are comfortable or familiar.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion: All are
welcome, including children, to share in the feast at
Christ’s table. Currently, we celebrate Communion
on the first Sunday of each month and on certain other
holy days.
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: We gladly offer
the sign and seal of God’s grace in the waters of
baptism, both to children and adults of any age. For
more information, contact the pastor.

Finding Connection
Humans are not meant to be solitary beings. You are wired for relationship and connection. Yet,
even when we are more connected than ever – thanks to the internet and social media – we struggle
to turn these acquaintances into real and meaningful connections. We even struggle to connect with
our faith. What is holding you back from a deeper connection with Jesus? With your neighbor?

As you are able, whether in body or spirit, please rise for those parts marked with an asterisk *
After checking in on social media, please remember to silence mobile phones and other devices, and
be mindful of those who wish to use the prelude as a time of
prayer, meditation and preparation for worship.

GATHERING

God gathers us in and invites us to experience the holy.

Prelude – “There is a Name I Love to Hear,” John Carter
Words of Gathering & Centering
*Sung Response – “Goodness is Stronger than Evil”

Susan Bryn Kapec
The Rev. Jeff Lukens
Glory to God Hymnal, no. 750

Goodness is stronger than evil; love is stronger than hate;
light is stronger than darkness; life is stronger than death.
Victory is ours; victory is ours through God who loves us.
Victory is ours; victory is ours through God who loves us.
*Call to Worship

Aimee Apatow, Liturgist

One: With friends and strangers, with family and neighbors, we gather.
Many: Come among us, Connecting God, with that love which never ends.
One: With faith reaching out to touch, with hearts straining to trust, we hope.
Many: Come among us, Friend of the broken,
with your compassion which makes us whole.
One: With word and wonder, with silence and song, we wait.
Many: Come among us, Companion of all, to lift us to our feet to follow you.
*Hymn – “O God, Who Gives us Life”

Glory to God Hymnal, no. 53

Opening Prayer of Invocation

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and music.

A Message for All Ages
Sung Response – “Goodness is Stronger than Evil”

Glory to God Hymnal, no. 750

Goodness is stronger than evil; love is stronger than hate;
light is stronger than darkness; life is stronger than death.
Victory is ours; victory is ours through God who loves us.
Victory is ours; victory is ours through God who loves us.
First Reading – Psalm 18.1-6, 16-24 (NRSVUE)
Gospel Reading – Mark 5.24b-34 (CEB)
A swarm of people were following Jesus, crowding in on him. A woman was there who
had been bleeding for twelve years. She had suffered a lot under the care of many
doctors, and had spent everything she had without getting any better. In fact, she had
gotten worse. Because she had heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd
and touched his clothes. She was thinking, If I can just touch his clothes, I’ll be
healed. Her bleeding stopped immediately, and she sensed in her body that her illness
had been healed.
At that very moment, Jesus recognized that power had gone out from him. He turned
around in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?”
His disciples said to him, “Don’t you see the crowd pressing against you? Yet you ask,
‘Who touched me?’” But Jesus looked around carefully to see who had done it.
The woman, full of fear and trembling, came forward. Knowing what had happened to
her, she fell down in front of Jesus and told him the whole truth. He
responded, “Daughter, your faith has healed you; go in peace, healed from your disease.”

*Hymn – “If You Will Trust in God to Guide You”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 565

The Rev. Jeff Lukens

Sermon

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering.

Invitation to Connection & Community
If you are with us for the first time, I invite you to fill out our connection card so we can stay in touch with
you all week. You can do this by scanning the QR code below and clicking the “Get Connected” button.
You can also scan the code and connect with us on all our social media channels.
We have several ways you can give right now. You can give online at:

https://thelordshipchurch.org/donate (or scan the QR code below). You may also text an amount to 475-

800-8860. Or you can mail a check to the church. Whichever way you choose to give and bless our
community, we thank you!

GENEROSITY PRAYER (based on 1 Timothy 6)
Many: Godliness with contentment is great gain.
We bring nothing into this world and we take nothing out of it.
We who call Jesus Lord, devote ourselves to resisting greed,
which plunges the human heart into ruin and pierces it with many griefs.
We are determined to practice generosity with free hearts,
fixing our hope on God and not the uncertainty of wealth.
We desire to be rich in good deeds,
willing to share all that we have,
laying up for ourselves treasure that will not decay,
but will shine in the age to come. Amen.
*DOXOLOGY
Chalice Hymnal, no. 46
Sung in unison.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Praying for Ourselves, Our Community, and Our World

PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
If you have prayer requests you wish to share with Pastor Jeff, you can email them to him at
pastor@thelordshipchurch.org or text them to 203.212.8811. If you wish to share prayer requests with
the whole congregation, you may post those in our private Facebook group –
http://www.facebook.com/groups/lordshipchurch.

SENDING FORTH

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world.

*Hymn – “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”

Chalice Hymnal, no. 560
see next page

*Benediction & Blessing

Postlude – “Fughetta,” by Domenico Zipolli

Susan Bryn Kapec

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2022 APPLE FESTIVAL / VENDOR FAIR – NEXT Saturday, September 24, 2022, 9AM-3PM
(Rain Date – Sunday, September 25, 2022, 11AM-3PM)

LCC...celebrating 100 years in Lordship!
The 2022 Apple Festival / Vendor Fair at Lordship Community Church takes place on Saturday,
September 24, 2022, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Rain Date is Sunday, September 25, 2022, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. The event is expected to feature craft, business (direct sales), flea market, tag sale,
and food & food truck vendors. The event will have live music and a raffle! For information
about the event, please contact the church office (office@thelordshipchurch.org or 203-3776568). >>>Plan to volunteer and to come out and do some shopping & eating!!
Follow the event on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1452361888538207
or on the church website at: https://thelordshipchurch.org/applefest/
ORONOQUE FARMS PIE & MORE FUNDRAISER!! (Debbie Cronk)
Lordship Community Church is once again selling pies (& more) from ORONOQUE FARMS!!
**All orders need to be entered/submitted by Sunday, September 18, 2022. Your pie choices
are: apple, apple crumb, blueberry, blueberry crumb, cherry, cherry crumb, and pumpkin
(frozen & unbaked). All pies are 9-inch and are $18 each ($18.50 online). You can also choose to
purchase an $18 gift certificate to Oronoque Farms, and we also offer 1/2 dozen apple cider
donuts for $8 ($8.50 online)! To order online, visit:
http://thelordshipchurch.org/store or submit the order form or an email order to the office
(office@thelordshipchurch.org). Pies ordered will be available for pick-up on Saturday,
September 24, 2022, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Lordship Community Church, 179 Prospect
Drive, Stratford, at the 2022 Apple Festival/Vendor Fair (rain date Sunday, September 25, 11
a.m. to 3 p.m.).
SPONSOR A RED APPLE LAWN SIGN!
Red Apples will adorn the church lawn in celebration of the 2022 Apple Festival / Vendor Fair
and the beginning of Autumn!
**Sponsorship Forms are due to LCC by September 17 or 18, 2022.
Each Red Apple sign will recognize its sponsor. The donation to sponsor a Red Apple sign is
$25. For a donation of $50, a sponsor receives their recognition on the Red Apple sign PLUS a
pie from Oronoque Farms - (an $18 value - choice of apple, apple crumb, blueberry, blueberry
crumb, cherry, cherry crumb, & pumpkin (frozen & unbaked)). All sponsors (with their link) will
be recognized on the church website. Sponsorship is available to: individuals, families, and/or
businesses. This is a great way to promote your business & support LCC! Thank you!
SEPTEMBER 2022 STEEPLE LIGHTING - In loving memory of Gail E. Holub from Paul,
Doug, and Matt Holub.

BAKED GOODS are needed for the 2022 Apple Festival / Vendor Fair on Saturday,
September 24, 2022, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (**Rain date is Sunday, September 25, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.)
Volunteers may be needed to staff the Bake Sale table. Donations of baked goods: (cakes*),
(cupcakes*), cookies, brownies, breads, muffins...are sought.
*2022 Guidelines per the Stratford Health Department: "With respect to church members
preparing various baked goods, the answer depends on the nature of the baked goods being
prepared. Generally speaking, small bake sales, where brownies, cookies and the like are
prepared, we generally allow those items to be prepared. If a baked good is potentially
hazardous, meaning the product requires temperature control for safety (refrigeration), those
items cannot be prepared in a home kitchen and offered to the public. So as long as the
finished product does not require refrigeration, and is limited to things like cookies, and
brownies, and not pies or custards, cheesecakes and other items that require cold holding, <I
am> ok with that being prepared in a home kitchen."
All baked goods should be pre-packaged, labeled, and priced for individual sale.
Baked goods should be delivered prior to the start of the event on Saturday, 9/24.
If you plan to donate baked goods, please let us know. Thank you!
*VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for 2022 Apple Festival / Vendor Fair
If you would like to volunteer to help with the 2022 Apple Festival / Vendor Fair - please contact
the church office (office@thelordshipchurch.org, 203-377-6568) or sign up in the narthex. In
addition to set-up & break-down of the event, help may be needed with signs & flyers for the
event (making signs, getting signs & flyers around town where permitted), bake sale, food
cooking & vending, music support, raffle...we would love for you to be involved!
READERS and GREETERS and COFFEE HOUR VOLUNTEERS (Hans Drenkard)
*Readers are needed for October 9, 16, and 30.
**Greeters are needed for September 25 & October 2, 16, 23, and 30.
***Coffee Hour Volunteers are needed for October 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30.
We would love you to help with Sunday worship by being a lay reader or greeter or coffee hour
volunteer. Please click on the link below to enter your name to fill one of the vacancies on the
list. Thank you very much!
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BhiU9fstK2kesytQbmDj4fGn438uX3F1KXYiD1EnY_w/edit

Community Event - the 2022 10th ANNUAL VICKI SOTO 5k!
…raising money for the Vicki Soto Memorial Fund, Inc.
Vicki was a beloved member of Lordship Community Church and LCC is always proud to have
a presence at the race each year. Register today, choose Lordship Community Church as your
team, and join us on November 5th in celebrating and honoring Vicki’s legacy.
https://www.teamvickisoto.com/ ~ https://raceroster.com/events/2022/62646/vicki-soto-5k
Virtual Race Registration closes Tuesday, October 1st, at 11:59 p.m.

Worship Notes

•

Call to Worship written by the Rev. Jeff Lukens

•

Opening Prayer adapted from on written by the Rev. Terri Peterson and posted at
https://www.liturgylink.net/2019/09/02/opening-prayer-into-your-future/

•

All other liturgy written by the Rev. Jeff Lukens.

•

Scripture quotations marked (CEB) come from the Common English Bible, copyright © 2011. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

•

Scripture quotations marked (NRSVUE) come from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition Bible,
copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

•

Scripture quotations marked (MSG) come from THE MESSAGE, copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001,
2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

•

Printing and Streaming Music license from OneLicense.net. License #731003-A

The Lordship Community Church is an open and welcoming community of spiritual seekers, committed to
growing in Christian discipleship as we worship, study, and serve together. Our vision is to be a church
reaching out to the community, sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and nurturing the faith of the next
generation.
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